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Abstract: This paper presents a concise review of Wireless Power Transmission (WPT) technologies in 

modern electrical engineering. It covers key electromagnetic methods, modern system architectures such 

as resonant coupling and electromagnetic simulation environments, and major industrial use-cases 

including electric vehicle (EV) charging, consumer electronics, and biomedical implants. Common 

evaluation metrics and essential safety and regulatory considerations are outlined to provide technical 

context. Future trends and remaining research challenges in large-scale WPT are briefly discussed. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Redefining Energy Transfer 

Wired connections have historically stood as the cornerstone of electrical power distribution. However, as industries and 

consumers increasingly demand mobility and convenience, power systems are evolving from tethered networks into 

flexible, wireless environments. This transformation is driven by advancements in Wireless Power Transmission (WPT), 

which augments electrical capabilities to achieve unprecedented levels of convenience, wear-and-tear reduction, and 

safety in hazardous environments. 

The core thesis emerging from current literature is that WPT does not necessarily replace the foundational grid paradigm, 

but rather enhances it by enabling localized, seamless energy transfer and autonomous device charging. This review 

explores the historical context of this technological progression, details the core electromagnetic methodologies being 

applied, examines key industrial applications, and discusses the challenges and future trends that will define the next 

generation of power distribution. 

 

1.1 The Evolution of Power Transfer: From Direct Wiring to Spatial Transmission Understanding the historical 

evolution of power transfer technology is crucial, as it reveals a clear and persistent trend toward greater mobility, safety, 

and embedded spatial freedom. Each stage in this progression built upon the last, culminating in the highly efficient 

resonant systems emerging today. This journey can be summarized in five distinct stages: 

Direct Hardwiring: This foundational stage relied entirely on physical, conductive cables for the transmission of 

electrical energy, limiting the mobility of the end device. 

Early Electromagnetic Experiments: Pioneered by figures like Nikola Tesla, this marked the 

first wave of wireless exploration, utilizing high-voltage coils to demonstrate the feasibility of power transmission without 

wires, though largely inefficient at scale. 
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Near-Field Inductive Coupling: The introduction of controlled, close-range electromagnetic induction revolutionized 

consumer electronics, enabling devices like electric toothbrushes and early RFID systems to receive power over 

millimeter-scale gaps. 

 

Magnetic Resonant Coupling: This stage integrated tuned LC (inductor-capacitor) circuits into the WPT process, 

creating highly efficient mid-range transfer capabilities capable of bridging larger spatial gaps (centimeters to meters). 

 

Far-Field Microwave/Laser Transmission: The current frontier leverages highly directed electromagnetic waves to 

transmit power over vast distances (kilometers), largely utilized in specialized applications like aerospace and theoretical 

space-based solar power. 

 

III. CORE METHODOLOGIES POWERING MODERN WPT 

The "wireless" capability in modern power systems is derived from a set of core electromagnetic methodologies capable 

of efficient energy conversion and transmission. These methods translate source currents into magnetic or 

electromagnetic fields, enabling power to cross physical gaps. 

Prevailing methods in the current state-of-the-art include inductive coupling for short-range efficiency, resonant coupling 

for mid-range spatial freedom, and far-field transmission for long-distance needs. 

 

3.1 Inductive Coupling for Close-Range Transfer 

A primary application of basic WPT in consumer electronics is non-resonant inductive coupling. By passing an 

alternating current (AC) through a transmitter coil, a fluctuating magnetic field is generated. This magnetic field crosses 

the small air gap and induces a voltage in an adjacent receiver coil, allowing power to bridge the gap without physical 

contact. The strength of this transferred energy depends directly on how tightly the two coils are physically aligned and 

how rapidly the current alternates. 

 

3.2 Magnetic Resonant Coupling for Mid-Range Flexibility 

Resonant coupling is used to allow a power source to transfer energy optimally over larger air gaps. By matching both 

the transmitter and receiver circuits to identical natural frequencies, the coils can exchange energy efficiently over mid-

range distances. This tuning functions similarly to acoustic resonance, where energy is exchanged seamlessly between 

the matching systems while minimizing the power lost to non-resonant objects in the surrounding environment. 

 

3.3 Far-Field Microwave Transmission 

This method is used to transmit power over long distances without the need for large, closely placed coils. High-frequency 

RF or microwave antennas convert electrical power into directed electromagnetic waves. These waves travel through the 

air to a specialized receiving antenna, known as a rectenna, which converts the waves back into direct current (DC) 

power. This method allows energy to cross massive distances, though it requires precise line-of-sight tracking and 

directional antennas to limit signal divergence. 

 

IV.  ELECTROMAGNETIC SIMULATION: A VIRTUAL PROVING GROUND FOR WPT MODELS 

Before physical coils are wound or high-power electronics are deployed, WPT systems heavily rely on Electromagnetic 

(EM) Simulation Environments. This technology serves as a critical bridge between theoretical circuit design and its real-

world physical counterpart, providing a safe, cost-effective, and data-rich environment for development. The primary 

functions of EM simulations in this context include: 

 

Coil Geometry Optimization: They provide a virtual sandbox to test different coil shapes (circular, planar, solenoid) 

without risking expensive materials or fabricating inefficient prototypes. 
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Magnetic Flux Visualization: Engineers can simulate and validate flux leakage to ensure it stays within safe regulatory 

limits for human exposure before implementing the system on the market. 

Thermal Profiling: High-power WPT generates heat due to high-frequency operation. Simulations can predict thermal 

hotspots in the circuitry or shielding materials, overcoming physical testing bottlenecks. 

 

V.  KEY INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS AND THEIR IMPACT 

The synergy between advanced coupling methodologies and efficient power electronics unlocks a range of powerful 

industrial applications that directly enhance usability and infrastructure design. 

 

Consumer Electronics: This application shifts device charging from a cable-dependent model to a seamless "drop and 

charge" experience. Inductive WPT is now standard in smartphones and wearables, utilizing standardized communication 

protocols to safely negotiate power levels and disconnect when full. 

 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging: WPT enables high-power charging for EVs without heavy, cumbersome cables. 

Resonant magnetic coupling allows for stationary charging over a standard air gap (e.g., clearance under a car), and 

dynamic charging lanes are being developed to charge vehicles while they are in motion on public highways. 

 

Biomedical Implants: Using miniaturized WPT circuits, power can be transmitted safely through human tissue. This 

application is vital for devices like pacemakers and neural stimulators, eliminating the risk of infection associated with 

transcutaneous wires and reducing the need for invasive battery replacement surgeries. 

 

Industrial IoT and Robotics: In automated factories, WPT allows drones and Automated Guided Vehicles (AGVs) to 

charge autonomously at designated floor stations, maximizing uptime and reducing the need for human intervention. 

 

VI. MEASURING SUCCESS: KEY METRICS FOR WPT SYSTEMS 

Standardized evaluation metrics are crucial for validating the performance, reliability, and safety of WPT systems in real-

world environments. 

 

Task Category Key Performance Metrics 

Energy Transfer Power Transfer Efficiency (PTE), End-to-End System Efficiency (%) 

Spatial Tolerance Maximum Air Gap (mm/cm), Lateral Misalignment Tolerance 

Thermal Management Maximum Operating Temperature (°C), Heat Dissipation Rate 

Safety & Regulation Specific Absorption Rate (SAR), Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) 

 

VII. CHALLENGES, SAFETY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE TRANSFORMATION 

The adoption of WPT is not merely a component upgrade; it is a systemic shift that involves substantial financial 

investment, strict safety protocols, and a fundamental transformation of electrical infrastructure. 

Technical and Financial Hurdles 
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Efficiency Drop-off: The efficiency of magnetic coupling drops dramatically as the physical distance between coils 

increases. Maintaining high efficiency over variable air gaps requires advanced adaptive tuning circuits. 

 

High Initial Capital: Implementing large-scale WPT, such as dynamic EV charging lanes embedded in roadways, 

requires immense upfront infrastructure investment and long-term construction. 

Safety and Human Exposure 

 

Tissue Heating: High-frequency magnetic fields can induce internal currents in conductive materials and biological 

tissue. Ensuring that human exposure stays within strict biological guidelines is mandatory for consumer and medical 

applications. 

 

Foreign Object Detection (FOD): If a metallic object (such as a coin or soda can) is 

accidentally placed between a wireless transmitter and receiver, it can rapidly heat up due to induction. Advanced WPT 

systems must incorporate sensitive sensors to shut down power instantly if an anomaly is detected. 

Standardization and Interoperability 

A lack of overarching industry standards in high-power applications can lead to vendor lock-in. 

Ensuring interoperability between different equipment manufacturers and charging providers is a major ongoing 

regulatory hurdle. 

 

Future Trends: The Next Wave of Power Transmission 

The field of WPT is advancing rapidly, with several key trends poised to overcome current limitations: 

 

Metamaterials: The integration of artificially structured materials between transmitting and receiving coils can 

effectively "focus" magnetic fields, drastically increasing efficiency over longer distances and reducing unwanted flux 

leakage. 

 

Dynamic EV Charging: Moving beyond stationary pads, the future of transportation involves embedding WPT 

infrastructure directly into highways, allowing EVs to receive a continuous charge while driving, thereby reducing 

required battery sizes. 

 

Space-Based Solar Power: A long-term trend involves harvesting solar energy in continuous space sunlight and 

transmitting it to Earth via massive microwave phased-array antennas, offering a potential solution to global base-load 

clean energy. 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

The Dawn of an Untethered Grid The development of Wireless Power Transmission is fundamentally transforming the 

electrical engineering landscape, moving it from a world constrained by physical cables to a new paradigm of flexible, 

autonomous, and highly integrated power delivery. While short-range inductive charging is already ubiquitous, the true 

potential lies in dynamic vehicle charging and medical integration. 

Realizing this wider vision requires a holistic strategy that balances technical electromagnetic advancements with 

thoughtful infrastructure planning, rigorous safety standards, and global standardization. 

 

Appendix: Practical Implementation Notes 

This appendix provides high-level technical recommendations for university students designing their first WPT prototype. 
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Operating Frequencies: For basic inductive coupling, switching frequencies in the 100 kHz – 200 kHz range are 

standard and easily managed by commercial switching transistors. For resonant coupling, higher frequencies in the MHz 

range are utilized to achieve higher quality factors. 

 

Coil Design: Use Litz wire for your physical coils to mitigate the skin effect and proximity effect at high AC frequencies. 

This reduces the AC resistance of the wire and minimizes heat generation. 

 

Power Electronics: A full-bridge or half-bridge inverter is required on the transmitter side to convert the incoming DC 

source into high-frequency AC. On the receiver side, a fast-recovery diode bridge rectifier and smoothing capacitor are 

necessary to convert the received AC back to usable DC for the load. 
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