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Abstract: Hepatic disorders and diseases, such as liver damage, are significant global health concerns. 

Prickly pears (Opuntia spp.), a cactus plant rich in bioactive compounds, have attracted interest as a 

possible liver disease treatment. The anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties of prickly pear 

extracts are highlighted in this review, as well as their potential use in the management of hepatic 

disorders. The bioactive components of prickly pears, such as flavonoids, betalains, and phenolic acids, 

have potent antioxidant qualities that reduce oxidative stress and scavenge free radicals. Additionally, it 

has been shown that prickly pear extracts change inflammatory pathways by blocking cytokines and pro-

inflammatory enzymes. Because of their anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties, prickly pear 

extracts may have hepatoprotective properties, making them a potential adjuvant treatment for hepatic 

disorders..  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Prickly pear cactus: a perennial plant of the Americas that has been a mainstay food, medicine, and source of yellow 

dye for thousands of years. History, heft and breadth of human use have thus solidified its status as an essential part of 

multiple cultures throughout the world. Read On: This Article Will Take  

Us through the History of Prickly Pear Herbs, And How It Has Been Traditionally Used    

Ancient Mesoamerica: Prickly pear cactus is from pre-civilized ancient Mesoamerica, a sacred plant to including 

Aztecs and Mayans. Aztecs turned the plant's colorful blooms into natural dyes for their cloth and Mayans sweetened 

them up fermenting them into an alcoholic drink . It was also utilized as medicine (for cuts, burns and respiratory 

matters). The cactus had magical properties according to Aztecs who believed that it had a shielding nature as well and 

was even heard using it in ritual for healing.   

Influence Greco-Roman: The Greek and Roman classical era were also aware of the medicinal qualities of prickly 

pear cactus plant. Ancient Greek physician Hippocrates (460 BC -370 BC) used the plant to treat many diseases, such 

as fever and rheumatism . This plant also was not forgotten by Pliny the Elder (23–79 AD), the Roman naturalist who 

mentioned it in his book, Naturalis Historia. The Greek and Romans used the prickly pear cactus to care for a whole 

range health matters, like skin diseases, wounds as well as digestion.   

Native American Traditions: Native Americans used the prickly pear cactus (opuntia spp.) to treat conditions such as 

wounds, burns and respiratory problems in North America  the pads of the plant were eaten as a food too; fruits are 

eaten fresh or dried for later use. Native Women made natural pigments from the flowers of the plant  the prickly pear 

cactus was an important aspect of Native American life and since has been used in ceremony/rituals to foster healing 

and protection.   

Spanish and European exploration: The prickly pear cactus was later introduced to new areas such as Mediterranean 

Australia, South Africa and South America by Spanish and European explorers. In these new lands, the plant readily 

colonized and became an important food source for indigenous populations within the mere years following their 

introduction . The Spanish would employ the prickly pear cactus to treat a handful of other things as well scurvy, fever, 

rheumatism . Fruits of the plant were also fermented to produce a sweet, alcoholic beverage.   
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Current applications (Modern-Day Uses): The cactus is still an important medicinal plant today; however it was 

historically also used for food and textile dyes. Plant is used to make a number of items including jelly, jam and candy 

by utilizing the plant's pads. Native plants that is also good for forages the fruits of which can be fermented in order to 

create a sweet-fermented drink akin to Mayan’s. Foods like the prickly pear cactus are also used in modern day 

medicine to treat type 2 diabetes, hyperlipidemia and obesity.(1-6)   

 

PHYTOCHEMICALS   COMPOSITION    

Prickly pear is a rich source of phytochemicals, including betalains, flavonoids, phenolic acids, ascorbic acid, 

carotenoids, tocopherols, and phytosterols. These compounds have been shown to have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, 

and antimicrobial properties, making them a promising area of research for the prevention and treatment of chronic 

diseases. Phytochemicals are plant derived compounds that have been shown to have various health benefits. They can 

help protect against oxidative stress, inflammation, and chronic diseases such as heart disease, cancer, and 

neurodegenerative diseases. The phytochemical composition of prickly pear makes it a valuable resource for exploring 

its potential health benefits.   

Betalains  : Prickly pear is filled with betalains, the red-violets pigments that are what make it so beautiful. The 

pigments present in these chemicals have possible antioxidant and anti-inflammatory actions that can help minimize 

risk to the development of cancer, or cardio vascular disease (CVD).  Additionally, studies have shown that betalains 

have strong antioxidant properties that scavenge free radicals and reduce oxidative stress.  By reducing excessive 

inflammation and, thus, the symptoms of numerous chronic illnesses, they may also have anti-inflammatory advantages 

Flavonoids : In prickly pear, flavonoids are phytochemicals: antioxidant and anti-inflammatory in nature  of the 

compounds. These appear to lessen the risk of chronic diseases such as heart disease and malignancies. Flavonoids: act 

as potent antioxidants scavenging free radicals and limiting ROS; are a class of phytochemicals which have been 

discovered to be oxidative stress reducing.  Additionally, they might have anti-inflammatory properties that reduce 

inflammation and the symptoms of chronic illnesses.     

Phenolic acids  :  Another class of phytochemicals present in prickly pear are phenolic acids; they also act as 

antioxidants and have anti-inflammatory actions. The presence of these compounds is believed to defend against 

oxidative stress and inflammation–that should be the well ones remaining to cause chronic diseases.  

• Ascorbic Acid  : A phytochemical of prickly pear is ascorbic acid, a form of vitamin C. It is a very important nutrient 

and helps with many things including maintaining healthy immune system, production of collagen, and iron absorption. 

Supplemental AOSIB has been examined to have antioxidant and anti-inflammatory benefits, decreasing oxidative 

stress as well inflammation. It may then possess some antimicrobial and antiviral activity  

which is potential in the treatment of infections.    

• Carotenoids :  In prickly pear a category of phytochemicals that are in group of carotenoids with antioxidant function 

these compounds likely help to reduce our risk of the common age-related chronic diseases; e.g., age AMD and some 

cancers. Carotenoids are potent antioxidants that scavenge free radicals and relieve oxidative stress. They may also 

exert anti-inflammatory effects, which help to decrease chronic inflammation and worsen signs of many human 

diseases 

• Tocopherols : Tocopherols group of phytochemicals present in Opuntia species as antioxidant Gene Lys,H25 pK a 

:4.26 Hchs D ta. These compounds might help to prevent chronic diseases, i. e heart disease and some cancers. 

Tocopherols are strong antioxidants, known to scavenge free radicals and diminish the oxidative stress. Moreover; they 

may have anti-inflammatory activity which attenuates the inflammation and alleviate symptoms of many chronic 

diseases.    

• Phytosterols : Phytosterols refer to group of phytochemicals which is present in prickly pear and have a health-

promoting effect. These substances conceivably help in avoiding the chances of some chronic diseases (heart disease 

and cancers included) The phytochemicals are antioxidants and anti-inflammatories as well in phytosterols which lower 

the oxidative stress that arises.(7-12)   
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PHYSICOCHEMICAL PROPERTIES    

The fruit of an American cactus, the prickly pear is well-known for its remarkable physicochemical qualities.  The juice 

has a moisture level of 86.83%, a total soluble solids content of 12.75 ˚brix, and a high micronutrient content.  53.72% 

of the fruit’s pulp, 45.38% of its peel, 3.79% of its seed, and 34.85% of its extracted juice.    

• PH Level: Its juice has a pH range of 5.45 to 5.92, indicating low acidity .   

• Moisture Content: The fruit’s moisture content ranges from 89.13 to 91.18%.   

• Sugar Content: Prickly pear juice contains 11.78% total sugars, comprising 7.86% reducing sugar and 3.90% non-

reducing sugar.   

• Acidity: The total acidity of prickly pear juice is 0.09%.   

• Ascorbic Acid: The fruit’s juice contains 28.41 mg/100 mL of ascorbic acid.   

• Moisture Content: The fruit’s moisture content ranges from 89.13 to 91.18%.   

• Weight: The mean weight of prickly pear fruits is 89.27 g.   

• Pulp, Peel, Seeds, and Juice Weights: The weights are 47.57, 40.96, 3.52, and 37.07 g, respectively.   

• Weight Percentages: Pulp (53.72%), peel (45.38%), seeds (3.79%), and extracted juice (34.85%) .   

• Solubility: The solubility of prickly pear powder in water is 71.4%.   

• Melting Point: The melting point of prickly pear wax is around 180-200°F (82-93°C).   

• Boiling Point: The boiling point of prickly pear juice is around 212°F (100°C) .   

• UV Spectroscopy: The UV spectrum of prickly pear extract shows absorption peaks at 210, 280, and 320 nm .   

• IR Spectroscopy: The IR spectrum of prickly pear powder shows absorption peaks at 3400, 2920, 1630, and 1040 cm-

1 .   

• Water Holding Capacity: The albumin fraction has a significant water holding capacity (480% at pH  

7).   

• Oil Holding Capacity: The glutelin fraction has a significant oil holding capacity (420% at pH 7) (1315)   

 

MORPHOLOGY OF PRICKLY PEAR   

Prickly pear cactus (Opuntia ficus-indica) is a weird looking plant with some weird morphology below is the layout of 

its morphology (16- 26)   

Stem Morphology : Prickly pear (Opuntia) has a special structure of stem, cladodes appear in light green and flat 

rounded shape; it genuinely a stem with the leaves that are modified into spines. Typically, they are 10−30 cm in 

diameter and 1–2.5 cm thick and have a waxy layer that prevents them from drying out . This is where the pads are 

arranged spirally so that new ones come from the center of the plant.    

 
Fig no 1 (Stem) 

Morphology of spines : Probably the most readily recognizable cactus is one of our natives, Opuntia streptacantha; the 

well-known prickly pear. In reality the spines are leaves which over centuries of evolution have become thickened 

beetles and evolved to be deterrents for herbivores as well as insolation [1]. The spine length is usually from 1–5 cm, 



I J A R S C T    

    

 

               International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology 

                          International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

Volume 6, Issue 6, March 2026 

Copyright to IJARSCT DOI: 10.48175/IJARSCT-32069   517 

www.ijarsct.co.in  

 
 
 

ISSN: 2581-9429 Impact Factor: 8.2 

 
0.5-1 mm in diameter and sharp , the leading edge. The spines are oriented in one array and the longest spines occur at 

the margin of the pads.    

 
Fig no 2 (Spine) 

Flower Morphology : The prickly pear cactus has nice flowers: they are mostly yellow, orange or red. The flower has a 

generally 5-7 cm diameter and an identifiable shape like ovate to ovateoblong figured by a tall ovary structure with a 

spikelet of stamens. Flowers are at the margin of the pads usually in a spiral   

 
Fiv no 3 (Flower) 

 

Fruit Morphology   

Prickly pear cactus ( Opuntia spp.) produces fruits that go by the common names tuna and prickly pears. Fruits, 

typically 3 -6 cm in diameter and an interesting morphology with a large nipple-like tip. The fruits are found on the 

edges of the pads in a spiral arrangement.   

 
Fig no 4 (Fruit) 

Root Morphology : Out in nature you will find much larger root system for the prickly pear, and with a unique 

morphology. Roots are usually tapped rooted, having one main unbranched root with many smaller lateral roots. They 

develop roots that are perfectly designed to extract water and nutrients from the ground to survive in a semi-arid 

environment.    
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Fig no 5 (Root) 

 

PHYTOCHEMICALS AND ITS USES   

Prickly pear is a great source of a number of phytochemicals, such as:  -    

1) Flavonoids : Known for their anti-inflammatory and antibacterial qualities, quercetin, kaempferol, and isorhamnetin 

are important chemical components.  Their antiinflammatory, neuroprotective, cardiovascular, and antioxidant 

properties have all been validated by recent research.     

2) Betalains : Prickly pears contain betalains, such as betalin and indicaxanthin, which have long been utilized for 

blood cleaning and detoxification.  Their possible anti-cancer, antioxidant, and neuroprotective properties have been 

investigated in recent studies.      

3) Phenolic Compounds : Prickly pears contain phenolic compounds, such as Gallic acid, ferulic acid, and caffeic acid, 

which have been used to treat wounds and infections.  They  are used in medications and cosmetics for their anti-

inflammatory, anti-aging, and antioxidant properties.   

4) Vitamins : Vitamins C, E, K, and the B-complex are abundant in prickly pears and have long been used to strengthen 

the immune system and promote wound healing.  These days, you may find these vitamins in immune-boosting 

formulas, cosmetic products, and dietary supplements.     

5) Carotenoids : Prickly pears include beta-carotene, lutein, and zeaxanthin, which are carotenoids that have been 

utilized for skin protection and eye health.  They are utilized in skincare products, aid in eyesight support, and guard 

against age-related macular degeneration.     

6) Polysaccharides : Prickly pears include polysaccharides called mucilage, arabinogalactans, and pectin, which have 

long been used to promote wound healing and calming digestion.  Their potential advantages for immunological 

regulation, gastrointestinal health, and prebiotic effects have all been studied in recent years.   

7) Alkaloids : Prickly pears contain an alkaloid called opuntiamine, which has long been used as an antibacterial and 

pain reliever.  Its possible analgesic and antibacterial qualities have been examined in recent research.  (27-43)     

 

PRICKLY PEAR ANTIOXIDANT PROPERTIES   

 Prickly pear, a cactus plant that is high in bioactive chemicals, has long been used for its therapeutic benefits. Its 

antioxidant property, which aids in preventing inflammation and oxidative stress, is among its most important 

advantages.  

Additionally, it has been discovered that prickly pears’ antioxidant qualities may improve lipid profiles and lower 

cholesterol, among other cardiovascular health advantages. Furthermore, the antioxidant activity of prickly pears may 

also have neuroprotective effects, which could lower the risk of neurological illnesses including Parkinson’s and 

Alzheimer’s (44 – 50).     

 

PROTECTION OF THE LIVER AND PRICKLY PEARS    

A cactus plant high in bioactive chemicals, prickly pears have long been used for their therapeutic benefits, which 

include liver protection. 
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 According to studies, prickly pear extracts have hepatoprotective properties that lessen inflammation and liver damage 

brought on by a variety of illnesses and poisons. Prickly pears are thought to have hepatoprotective effects because of 

their antiinflammatory and antioxidant qualities, which shield liver cells from harm brought on by inflammatory 

mediators and free radicals .   

The antioxidant qualities of the plant may also aid in preventing oxidative stress, a primary cause of liver disease, from 

damaging the liver. Prickly pears may have hepatoprotective effects through modulation of the gut-liver axis, 

antioxidant activity, antiinflammatory action, and anti-fibrotic activity.   

Prickly pear extracts' anti- fibrotic properties may aid in the prevention or treatment of liver fibrosis and associated 

disorders. Moreover, the hepatoprotective benefits of prickly pears may possibly be explained by their capacity to 

regulate the gut-liver axis, which lowers oxidative stress and inflammation in the liver and gut. .(51- 57)    

 

ANTIOXIDANTS’ FUNCTION IN PROTECTING THE LIVER     

An essential organ, the liver is involved in energy production, metabolism, and detoxification.  But it is also vulnerable 

to oxidative stress-induced damage, which can result in liver malfunction and disease.  It has been demonstrated that 

antioxidants are essential for shielding the liver from oxidative stressrelated damage. . 

People who are at risk of liver disease may benefit from taking antioxidant supplements or including antioxidants in 

their diet. Antioxidant-rich foods include nuts, seeds, fruits, and vegetables. Berries, leafy greens, and other plant-based 

foods are a few examples of foods high in antioxidants. 

 Those who are unable to obtain adequate antioxidants from their diet may also benefit from taking antioxidant 

supplements, such as vitamin E and polyphenol supplements.(58- 61)    

 

PRICKLY PEAR ANTIOXIDANT COMPOUNDS   

The medical benefits of prickly pears, a cactus plant high in bioactive chemicals, have long been recognized.  The 

plant’s high concentration of several antioxidant chemicals, such as flavonoids, phenolic acids, and betalains, is thought 

to be responsible for its antioxidant qualities.     

Betalains : The bright colours of prickly pears are caused by a type of antioxidants called betalains.  These substances 

have been demonstrated to have strong anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties, defending against inflammation 

and oxidative stress .  Additionally, betalains may offer protection against long-term conditions including cancer and 

heart disease.  It has been demonstrated that betalains’ antioxidant activity is on par with that of other wellknown 

antioxidants like beta-carotene and vitamin C.   

Flavonoids :  Prickly pears include a type of antioxidants called flavonoids, which are wellknown for their anti-

inflammatory and antioxidant properties.  These substances might offer some defence against chronic illnesses, 

inflammation, and oxidative stress.  

Acids Phenolic : Prickly pears contain phenolic acids, a type of antioxidants with antiinflammatory and antioxidant 

properties. These substances might offer some defence against chronic illnesses, inflammation, and oxidative stress . It 

has also been demonstrated that phenolic acids may improve cognitive function by lowering the risk of 

neurodegenerative illnesses.  

Additional Antioxidant Substances : Prickly pears also include other antioxidants, such as vitamin C and vitamin E, in 

addition to betalains, flavonoids, and phenolic acids.  These substances may support general health and wellbeing by 

reducing inflammation and oxidative stress .  Other nutrients like potassium, magnesium, and fibre are also present in 

prickly pears, which may help explain some of their possible health advantages.(62- 65)   

 

PATHOPHYSIOLOGY OF HEPATIC DISORDER    

The pathophysiology of disorders of the liver numerous liver diseases and damage types are included in the category of 

hepatic disorders, each with its own unique pathophysiological pathways   
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• Inflammation : When immune cells like macrophages and Kuepfer cells are activated, cytokines are released, which 

exacerbates inflammation and damages tissue?  Numerous things, such as metabolic diseases, toxins, and viral 

infections, can cause inflammation.     

• Oxidative Stress : DNA damage, lipid peroxidation, and cellular damage are brought on by an imbalance between 

pro-oxidants and antioxidants.  Liver damage may worsen as a result of mitochondrial malfunction brought on by 

oxidative stress.       

• Fibrosis : Cirrhosis and scarring result from excessive extracellular matrix deposition. Numerous factors, including 

oxidative stress and chronic inflammation, can contribute to fibrosis.   

• Regeneration: Chronic illnesses can impede the liver's ability to regenerate, which results in a reduction in liver 

function.   
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The medical benefits of prickly pears, a cactus plant high in bioactive chemicals, have long been recognized. Through a 

number of processes, the plant's antioxidant compounds such as flavonoids, phenolic acids, and betalains protect 

against inflammation and oxidative stress.   

Free Radical Neutralization :  The antioxidants in prickly pears scavenge free radicals, which are unstable chemicals 

that can harm cells and induce oxidative stress.  Strong antioxidant activity has been demonstrated for betalains in 

particular, which neutralize free radicals and lessen oxidative stress.  This system aids in preventing long-term 

conditions including cancer and heart disease.     

Changing Signalling Routes  : Antioxidants found in prickly pears may alter signalling pathways that control oxidative 

damage and inflammation.  One important regulator of oxidative stress and inflammation, for instance, is the nuclear 

factor kappa B (NF-κB) pathway.  It has been demonstrated that betalains prevent NF-κB from being activated, which 

lowers the synthesis of pro-inflammatory enzymes and cytokines.  This process lessens inflammation and could be a 

factor in the antiinflammatory properties of prickly pears.     

Boosting Antioxidant Protection : The antioxidants in prickly pears may increase the activity of antioxidant enzymes 

that aid in oxidative stress defence, such as glutathione peroxidase and superoxide dismutase.  For instance, it has been 

demonstrated that flavonoids boost these enzymes’ activity, strengthening the body’s antioxidant defences.  The 

possible health advantages of prickly pears may be attributed to this process, which lowers oxidative stress.   

Effects on Inflammation Reduction :  Antioxidant chemicals found in prickly pears may also have antiinflammatory 

properties, lowering inflammation and accelerating healing.  For instance, in animal models of wound healing, betalains 

have been demonstrated to lower inflammation and encourage healing.  The potential advantages of prickly pears for 

wound healing and skin health may be attributed to this process. (62,63,65,65,71-72)    

 

CLINICAL STUDY ON PRICKLY PEAR IN LIVER PROTECTION    

The cactus plant known as prickly pear (Opuntia ficus-indica) is abundant in bioactive substances such as vitamins, 

betalains, and flavonoids.  Its extracts have long been utilized for their therapeutic benefits, which include protecting 

the liver.   

Effectiveness : The hepatoprotective effects of prickly pears have been ascribed to their antiinflammatory, anti-fibrotic, 

and antioxidant characteristics.  Research has indicated that extracts from prickly pears can:    

• In animal models of liver illness, lessen inflammation and liver damage .     

• Prevent liver damage brought on by poisons such acetaminophen and carbon tetrachloride    

• Reduce oxidative stress and boost the liver’s antioxidant defences     

• Reduce the activity of liver damage-causing enzymes and pro-inflammatory cytokines.   

Safety :  Although prickly pears are typically regarded as safe to eat, nothing is known about their safety profile in 

people.  Possible adverse effects could include:   o Digestive distress, including diarrhoea and nausea  o Allergy 

symptoms, including itching and hives    o Drug interactions, including those involving antidiabetic and 

antihypertensive drugs   

Possible Interactions : Some drugs may interact with prickly pears, such as:     

1) Prickly pears may intensify the effects of anti-diabetic drugs, which could result in hypoglycaemia.     

2) Antihypertensive drugs: Prickly pears may cause hypotension by interacting with certain drugs.     

3) Drugs the liver metabolizes: Prickly pears may interfere with the liver’s capacity to break down some 

drugs.(62,63,65,71-75)    

Clinical Investigation 1: Liver Damage and Prickly Pear Extract  Prickly pear extract decreased inflammation and liver 

damage in individuals with non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), according to a study published in the Journal of 

Medicinal Food.  For 12 weeks, 100 participants in the trial were given either prickly pear extract or a placebo.  The 

findings demonstrated that prickly pear extract enhanced liver function and dramatically decreased liver enzymes.   

Clinical Investigation 2: Liver Enzyme Activity with Prickly Pears In individuals with liver illness, prickly pear extract 

decreased liver enzyme activity, according to a study published in the Journal of Pharmacy and Pharmacology. 
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Nevertheless, the study's sample size was modest, and additional research is required to validate these results.(63,65,73-

75)    

 

UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS OF PRICKLY PEAR   

The medical benefits of prickly pears, a cactus plant high in bioactive chemicals, have long been recognized.  Although 

it has many health advantages, some people may experience unfavourable side effects.  The purpose of this page is to 

list the possible negative effects of prickly pears and offer advice on how to consume them safely.   

Gastrointestinal distress : Some people may have gastrointestinal distress from prickly pears, including:- 

I. Nausea and vomiting: Due to the high fibre content of prickly pears, some people may experience nausea, vomiting, 

and stomach discomfort.    

II. Diarrhoea: Some people, especially those with delicate digestive systems, may experience diarrhoea as a result of 

the high fibre content of prickly pears .    

III. Discomfort in the abdomen: After eating prickly pears, some people may get cramps or discomfort in their 

abdomen .   

Reactions to Allergies : Prickly pear allergies in certain people can result in: -    

I. Itching and hives: Skin rashes, itching, and hives are all possible symptoms of allergic reactions to prickly pears .    

II. Oedema: In extreme situations, allergic reactions may result in facial, lip, tongue, or throat oedema.   

Relationships with Drugs  :   Some drugs may interact with prickly pears, such as:    

I. Anti-diabetic drugs: Prickly pears may intensify the effects of anti-diabetic drugs, which could result in 

hypoglycaemia.   

II. Hypertension drugs: Prickly pears and hypertension drugs may interact, perhaps resulting in hypotension.    

III. Drugs the liver metabolizes: Prickly pears may interfere with the liver's capacity to metabolize some drugs, which 

could have negative consequences.   

 

Digestive Problems  :    

I. Bloating and gas: Some people, especially those with delicate digestive systems, may experience bloating and gas 

due to the high fibre content of prickly pears.   

II. Stomach cramps: After eating prickly pears, some people may feel uncomfortable or have stomach cramps.(76-79)    

  

TREATMENT OF OVERDOSE    

The prickly pear cactus is a plant that contains fibre, antioxidants, and beta lain.  Because of their therapeutic qualities, 

its fruit, pad, and flowers have historically been utilized in a wide variety of cultures.  On the other hand, adverse 

effects and the possibility of overdosing should be considered.  The key to using this product safely and reducing 

potential risk is being able to recognize the symptoms of a prickly pear overdose and know how to manage it.  People 

may be able to make better healthrelated decisions with this information. 

The prickly pear can be taken orally, topically, inhaled, rectal, or by injection.  Every administration method has unique 

side effects and remediation strategies.  

Oral Route    

Symptoms: Potential gastrointestinal adverse effects from a high fibre and water content include bloating, diarrhoea, 

vomiting, and nausea, Heartburn     

Management: In addition to supportive care (hydration, electrolytes, etc.), charcoal may be used to bind the toxin   

Topical Overdose    

Symptoms: Have allergic reaction or sensitivity to spines and sap of the cactus may appear skin irritation, redness and 

itch .   

Management: Get out of the contaminated clothing, non-sterile rinse and apply topically to reduce inflammation, 

scratchy feeling.   
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Inhalation Overdose   

Symptoms: Inhaling particles or allergens may induce symptoms of airway disease (coughing/ short of breath)  .   

Management: Administer oxygen and assess for respiratory complication   

Injectable Overdose   

Symptoms : Severe allergic reactions, anaphylaxis and heart problems developed by administration of inert or prickly 

compounds of prickly pear. .   

Management: Give specific antidotes and supportive care, observing for complications (80-84)    

 

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS   

Although extracts from prickly pears have potential for a number of medical uses, there are a number of issues and 

restrictions that must be resolved.  These consist of:   

1) Standardization Issues: Plant species, growing circumstances, and processing techniques can all have a substantial 

impact on the composition and potency of prickly pear extracts.    

Standardization of extracts is essential to guaranteeing consistent medicinal results.   

2) Bioavailability Concerns : Poor absorption or fast metabolism may restrict the bioavailability of the bioactive 

chemicals found in prickly pears, such as flavonoids and betalains.  This could affect how well prickly pear extracts 

work in the human body.    

3) Dosage and Duration Uncertainty : It is currently unclear what the ideal dosages and treatment times for prickly pear 

extracts are.  To find safe and efficient dosing schedules, more study is required.   

4) Quality Control Issues : To avoid contamination or adulteration, which may compromise the safety and effectiveness 

of prickly pear extracts, it is crucial to guarantee their quality and purity.     

5) Patient Education Needs : Patients may need instruction on how to take their medications correctly, how much to 

take, and how they might interact with other drugs. These factors can affect treatment efficacy and adherence.   

 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS   

1) Standardizing Extracts: To guarantee uniformity and purity, standardized extracts must be developed and quality 

control procedures must be put in place.    

2) Clinical Trials: Performing thorough clinical trials to verify the safety and efficacy of treatments in people.    

3) Regulatory Frameworks: Creating precise regulatory standards for medicines derived from prickly pears.   

   

II. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the prickly pear is a useful tool in the prevention and treatment of liver illnesses due to its exceptional 

hepatoprotective and antioxidant qualities.  Opuntia extracts, which are abundant in flavonoids, ascorbic acid, phenolic 

compounds, and betalains, have been demonstrated to successfully combat oxidative stress, protect liver cells from 

harm, and lessen the effects of acetaminophen-induced liver damage.  Prickly pear extracts have the potential to be 

used as a natural cure or dietary supplement to prevent liver damage and problems linked to oxidative stress, which 

emphasizes the need for more research into their therapeutic potential and uses.   
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