( IJARSCT

xx International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology
IJARSCT International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal

ISSN: 2581-9429 Volume 6, Issue 4, January 2026 Impact Factor: 7.67
Governance and Power-Sharing in the Era of
Coalition Politics in Andhra Pradesh

S. Farha Yasroon
Lecturer, Political Science
Government College (Autonomous), Rajahmundry, East Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh

Abstract: Coalition politics has become a defining feature of India’s democratic system, particularly at
the state level. Since the late 1980s, single-party dominance has gradually given way to coalition
governments, reflecting the increasing political pluralism, regional aspirations, and social diversity of
Indian society. Coalition politics represents a shift from centralized decision-making to negotiated
governance, where power-sharing among multiple political actors becomes essential for political
stability.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Coalition politics has become a defining feature of India’s democratic system, particularly at the state level. Since the
late 1980s, single-party dominance has gradually given way to coalition governments, reflecting the increasing political
pluralism, regional aspirations, and social diversity of Indian society. Coalition politics represents a shift from
centralized decision-making to negotiated governance, where power-sharing among multiple political actors becomes
essential for political stability.
Andhra Pradesh presents a significant case for studying coalition politics and governance due to its dynamic political
history, regional movements, and evolving party system. The state has witnessed different forms of political alliances,
pre-poll coalitions, post-election power-sharing arrangements, and informal political understandings. Coalition politics
in Andhra Pradesh has been shaped by regional identity, caste equations, leadership dynamics, and the role of regional
parties in state and national politics.
Governance under coalition arrangements poses unique challenges and opportunities. While coalition governments
encourage inclusivity, representation, and consensus-building, they also face issues such as policy paralysis, instability,
leadership conflicts, and compromised accountability. Power-sharing arrangements—both formal and informal—
significantly influence governance outcomes, administrative efficiency, and public policy implementation.
This study seeks to examine how coalition politics affects governance and power-sharing in Andhra Pradesh,
focusing on political stability, decision-making processes, policy outcomes, and democratic accountability.

II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The increasing prevalence of coalition politics in Andhra Pradesh has reshaped the nature of governance and power
distribution within the political system. While coalitions are often formed to ensure electoral success and political
stability, they also introduce complexities in governance due to divergent ideological positions, competing interests of
coalition partners, and leadership rivalries.

Power-sharing arrangements within coalitions often influence policy priorities, administrative appointments, and
resource allocation. In some cases, governance becomes subordinate to political bargaining, affecting transparency,
accountability, and public service delivery. Conflicts among coalition partners can lead to governance instability,
weakened executive authority, and erosion of public trust in democratic institutions.

Despite the political significance of coalition governments in Andhra Pradesh, there is limited systematic research
examining how coalition politics shapes governance structures and power-sharing mechanisms at the state level. This
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gap necessitates an in-depth empirical study to understand the implications of coalition politics for democratic
governance and institutional functioning in Andhra Pradesh.

III. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Scholars such as Arend Lijphart (1999) have emphasized power-sharing as a key feature of consensus democracies,
arguing that coalition governments promote inclusiveness and political stability in plural societies. Studies on Indian
coalition politics (Yogendra Yadav, 1999; E. Sridharan, 2002) highlight the rise of regional parties and the decline of
single-party dominance.

Research on governance under coalitions points to both positive and negative outcomes. While coalition governments
encourage consultation and negotiation, they may also result in policy delays and compromised reforms (Rudolph &
Rudolph, 2001). In the context of Indian states, scholars note that coalition politics often reflects regional aspirations
but can also intensify factionalism and patronage politics.

However, existing literature largely focuses on national-level coalitions, with limited attention to state-specific
experiences such as Andhra Pradesh. This study aims to fill that gap by providing a focused analysis of governance and
power-sharing under coalition politics in Andhra Pradesh.

IV. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
e To examine the nature and evolution of coalition politics in Andhra Pradesh.
e To analyse power-sharing mechanisms within coalition governments.
e To assess the impact of coalition politics on governance and policy-making.
e To study the challenges faced by coalition governments in maintaining political stability.
e To evaluate the implications of coalition governance for democratic accountability.

V. RESEARCH QUESTIONS / HYPOTHESES
Research Questions
e How does coalition politics influence governance in Andhra Pradesh?
e  What forms of power-sharing exist within coalition governments?
e Does coalition governance enhance or weaken democratic accountability?

Hypotheses
e HI: Coalition governments in Andhra Pradesh significantly influence governance outcomes.
e H2: Power-sharing arrangements within coalitions affect policy formulation and implementation.
e H3: Coalition politics leads to greater political inclusiveness but poses challenges to administrative efficiency.

VI. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The study will adopt a qualitative and descriptive research design.
Data Sources:
e Primary data: Interviews with political leaders, policymakers, bureaucrats, and political analysts.
e Secondary data: Government reports, election data, party manifestos, legislative debates, newspapers, and
academic journals.

Method of Analysis:
e Qualitative content analysis
e Comparative analysis of different coalition phases in Andhra Pradesh

Study Area: Andhra Pradesh
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VII. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study will contribute to the understanding of coalition politics and governance at the state level. It will provide
insights into power-sharing arrangements, political negotiations, and governance challenges in Andhra Pradesh. The
findings will be useful for scholars, policymakers, political parties, and democratic institutions in designing effective
governance frameworks under coalition arrangements.

VIII. EXPECTED OUTCOMES
A comprehensive understanding of coalition governance in Andhra Pradesh
Identification of strengths and weaknesses of power-sharing mechanisms
Policy-relevant insights to improve governance under coalition politics

IX. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
The study will offer recommendations for strengthening governance under coalition arrangements by promoting
transparency, institutional coordination, and democratic accountability. It will also suggest frameworks for effective
power-sharing that balance political stability with governance efficiency.
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