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Abstract: A ship entitled to fly the flag of a country needs to be registered in that country. The object of 

registration is to ensure that persons who are entitled to the privilege and protection of the Indian flag 

get them. The registration affords evidence of title off the ship to those who deal with the property in 

question. It also gives protection to the members of the crew in case of casualties involving injuries 

and/or loss of life to claim compensation under the provisions of the Indian Acts in Indian courts. Indian 

Merchant Shipping Act of 1958, for the first time, dealt with registration of ships. Earlier acts had lacked 

this aspect totally.The Director General of Shipping, at the request of owners of Indian ships, desiring to 

be known at sea, allots signal letter & controls the series that may be so issued. Certain formalities are 

required to be complied with before a ship is registered as an Indian ship and these are laid down in the 

Merchant Shipping (Registration of ships) rules 1960 as amended from time to time. Part V of the 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 and Registration of ships rules, 1960 as amended from time to time, are 

concerned with the Registration of Indian ships 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

QUALIFICATION REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION AS INDIAN SHIPS: 

Sea going ships fitted with mechanical means of propulsion of 15 tons net and above howsoever employed and those of 

less than 15 tons net employed otherwise than solely on the coasts of Indian qualify for registration under Part V of the 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1958. Ships so registrable are required to be registered only at ports designated as ports of 

registry. In their capacity as Registrar of ships, the Principal officers and concerned Surveyors In-charge are required to 

maintain a complete record of ships on register indicating as on a particular date the person/persons, either in their 

individual capacity or as joint owners or as a corporate body, who have a stake in the ownership of ships. Not more than 

10 individuals are entitled to be registered as a owner of a fractional part of a share in a ship, but a maximum of 5 

persons could be registered as joint owners of a ship or of any share and shares therein. Joint owners by reason of the 

position as such cannot, however, dispose off in severalty, any share or interest therein.The owner of a ship wishing to 

have it registered at a port in India has to submit to the concerned Register.A declaration of ownership – in one or the 

other prescribe forms, as may be applicable, depending upon whether he is a sole proprietor, joint owner or a company 

made before a Registrar, Justice of the peace or an Indian Consular Officer.A certificate signed by the builder (builder’s 

certificate) of the ship containing a true account of the proper denomination and of the tonnage of the ship as estimated 

by him and the time, when and the place where the ship was built, (for new ship).The instrument of sale under which 

the property of the ship was transferred to the applicant who requires it to be registered in his name, (for secondhand 

ships). d) To give a minimum of 14 days notice to the Registrar of the name proposed for the ship. The Registrar before 

registering the vessel in the name of the applicant shall obtain prior approval of the name from the Director General of 

Shipping who will also allot an official number for the ship.On being satisfied that the ship, on the strength of the 

evidence placed before him, is entitled to be Indian ship, the Registrar arranges for survey of the ship by a surveyor for 

the determination of her tonnage in accordance with the Merchant Shipping (Tonnage Measurement) Rules, 1987 as 

amended from time to time, for the purpose of issue of a Certificate of Survey. 
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AIM 

The aim of this paper is to analyse the Registration of Indian ships. 

 

Material and methods: 

This researcher had used descriptive and analytical methodology to complete this research. Primary data used in this 

research is random sampling method.The questionnaires has been collected in and around chennai. 852 response-

samples have been collected. The research paper is an explanatory paper that’s primarily based on secondary facts 

amassed from numerous sources. Distinct books, published articles, journals and e-sources has been used for the study. 

 

Hypothesis : 

HO: There is no significant relation between age and opinion on criminalisation of non payment of wages under 

maritime law. 

H(A) : There is significant relation between age and opinion on criminalisation of non payment of wages under 

maritime law.  

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The registration of ship is an invaluable references for tool for anyone involved in international trade.(Peter 

Brodie),2014.The store of design data is this maritime laws which is most experienced among professionals and 

students(DGM Watson),2002.It shares the seas joy and about the anxieties and worries in seas(A.K Girisam),2016.The 

international movements of goods by sea and other regulations and procedures(Graham Lees),2013.The questions 

relating to seafarers should be normally considered by special maritime sessions(International labour 

publication),2008.It consists of considerations and arbitrations over maritime claims(David Jackson),2013.The 

introduction to principal elements involved in management of marine cargo(Mark rowbotham ),2014.The 

comprehensive review of laws governing the shipmaster including customary law(John A.C. Carter),2013.The ships 

surgeons in the employ of Dutch east India company were responsible for the health care on the board of ships(Iris 

Bryin),2009.The topical subjects within the general framework of maritime law(Susan Hodges),2001.The sale and 

purchase of ships will be of interest to both practitioners and students in this field (Ahonen),2006.The registration of 

ships and measures to prevent such registration of Phantom ships(Jude Lindley),2016.The interaction between 

UNCLOS and European legal order and reduction of environmental pollution (Alexander Prolls),2017.The 

spatialisation of law and other ships in geography(William Hasty),2017.The comprehensive explanation of liner trade 

shipping and other documentation(Institute of chartered shipbrokers),2006.The application of maritime labour to 

seafarers and provides for safety assessment and operating manually(DG Shipping),2003.The standard introductory text 

for naval architecture students for most experienced(KJ Rawson),2001. 

 

FORMALITIES TO BE OBSERVED FOR REGISTRATION AS INDIAN SHIP : 

After the formalities enumerated above have been gone through, the Registrar issues a carving and marking note. This 

note is to be returned to the Registrar after carving and marking have been duly carried out on the ship in the prescribed 

manner and certified by a Surveyor. The carving and marking involves the carving of the name of the ship 

conspicuously on each side of her bows as well as insertion permanently on her stern the name of the intended port of 

registry. 

 

On completion of the preliminaries to registry as described in the preceding paras, the Registrar enters the particulars of 

the ship such as : 

a) Name of the ship and the port to which she belongs. 

b) Details contained in the Surveyors Certificate. 

c) Particulars respecting her origin as revealed in the declaration of ownership. 

d) the name and description of her registered owner and, if there are more owners than one, the number of shares owned 

by each of them; and 
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e) Name of the Master, in the Registry Book. The Registrar issues thereafter to the owners a certificate of registry 

retaining the Surveyor’s certificate, builders certificate, instrument of sale by which the ship was sold, and the 

declaration of ownership. 

 

FORMALITIES CONNECTED WITH REGISTRATION OF AN INDIAN SHIP WHEN ACQUIRED 

ABROAD. 

When a ship is built or acquired out of India and becomes the property of a person qualified to own an Indian ship, the 

owner or the Master of the ship will have to apply to the Indian Consular Officer at the nearest port for the issue of a 

provisional certificate of Indian registry and such officer, on production of satisfactory proof of ownership, grant the 

same to the owner or the Master. Such a certificate has all the force of a certificate of registry. It is, however, valid for a 

period of 6 months from its date of issue or until the arrival of the ship at a port where there is a Registrar whichever 

first happens and on either of these events happening would cease to have effect. The provisional certificate so issued 

will have to be exchanged by the owner for a certificate of registry from the concerned Registrar. 

Quite often a ship has to set sail from a port where she is built in India to a port where she has to be registered. The 

owner in such cases or where he has applied to the Registrar for registration but delay in the issue of certificate of 

registry is anticipated, the Registrar may, on the strength of the authority issued by the Director General of Shipping, 

issue a temporary pass to enable the ship to ply between the ports in India. The Certificate of Registry has to be used 

only for the lawful navigation of the ship and is not to be detained by reason of any lien, mortgage of interest 

whatsoever claimed by any party. Anybody having possession of the certificate of registry has to make it over to the 

person entitled to its custody as otherwise he becomes liable for being summoned before a Magistrate and examined on 

the issue touching his refusal to surrender the certificate to the one entitled to it. No change in the name already in the 

registry is permitted except in accordance with the procedure laid down in the M.S.(Registration of Ships) Rules, as 

amended from time to time. Application for the registry of alterations to a ship will have to be made to the Registrar 

within one month of the alterations. Where the alterations are material so as to affect the principal dimensions of a ship 

or the means of propulsion, a ship will have to be registered as new and, in that event, rules applicable for first registry 

will come into force. 

Where a ship is registered under circumstances envisaged in para (6.12) above the original certificate of registry stands 

cancelled and the existing entries in the registry, remain closed. The original official number allotted to ship, is 

however, retained. Where transfer of a port of registry is desired by all the parties having a stake in the ownership or 

otherwise of the ship, they shall apply to the Registrar of her port of registry, who may, with the prior approval of the 

Director General of Shipping have no objection to such transfer subject to such formalities as has been laid down in the 

M.S. (Registration of Ships) Rules and on payment of the requisite fees prescribed thereof. 

Whenever there is any change in the Master of an Indian ship, in whatever the way the change has come about, a 

memorandum of change has to be endorsed and signed on the Certificate of Registry by the Presiding Officer of a 

Marine Board or a Court if the change of Master is brought about as a result of the findings of the Marine Board of 

Inquiry or the Registrar or any other officer authorised by the Central Government or the Indian Consular Officer 

depending upon whether the change has occurred in India or abroad.In the event of an Indian Ship being either actually 

or constructively lost, taken by the enemy, burnt or broken up or ceasing for any reason to be an Indian ship, every 

owner of the ship or any share in the ship is required to give a notice thereof to the Registrar and thereupon the 

Registrar will make an appropriate entry in the Register Book and the entry of the ship in that book would then be 

deemed mortgage that lies unsatisfied on that date will, continue to remain in force. The Master of such a ship, if the 

event accrues in India, will immediately make over the Certificate of Registry to the Registrar or within a period of 10 

days after his arrival in India if the event occurs elsewhere. 

 

TRANSFER OR ACQUISITION OF AN INDIAN SHIP OR INTEREST THEREIN : 

As per amendment to Section 42 of the M. S. Act no prior permission from the Director General of Shipping is required 

for creation of any mortgage on a ship except during the period when the security of India or any part of the territory 
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thereof is threatened by war or external aggression. Similarly the Director General of Shipping's prior approval for the 

sale of the ship is not required provided: 

a) all wages and other amounts due to seamen in connection with their employment on that ship have been paid in 

accordance with the provisions of this Act. b) the owner of the ship has given notice of such transfer or acquisition of 

the ship to the Director General.Any such transfer can be affected only by an instrument in writing in the prescribed 

form and the instrument, as may be so drawn up, has to contain a full description of the ship as is generally contained in 

the Surveyors ' certificate sufficiency to identify the ship by the Registrar and be in the form (Registration Form No.9) 

prescribed in the M.S. (Registration of Ship’s) Rules, 1960, as amended from time to time. The owner of an Indian ship 

or a share therein wishing to transfer it in favour of somebody else will have to apply to do so with full particulars of 

the transferee. Where the instrument of sale refers to a consideration other than money, and if the Registrar has any 

doubt as to whether that constitutes a good condition, a decision therein will lie on the Director General of Shipping to 

whom the matter may have to be referred. 

If the transaction has been concluded in India, the instrument of Sale referred to above accompanied by a Declaration of 

Ownership and the prescribed fee thereof has to be produced by the transferee to the Registrar of the port where the 

ship has been registered who will make appropriate entries in the Register Book and also suitably endorse on the 

instrument the date and hour of the entry. The Registrar has also to make as soon as possible suitably endorsement on 

the Ship's Certificate of Registry. Every such transaction has to be reported to the Director General of Shipping. 

 

TRANSMISSION OF AN INDIAN SHIP OR INTEREST THEREIN  

Where the property in an Indian ship or share therein is transmitted to a person on the death or insolvency of the 

registered owner or by any lawful means other than a transfer described as above, it would be effected by an application 

made to the Registrar of the ship's port of registry accompanied by a declaration in the prescribed form identifying the 

ship and also a statement of the manner in which and the person to whom the property has been transmitted. In the case 

of transmission consequent on insolvency, a declaration of transmission has to be accompanied by proof of such claim. 

In the case of transmission as a result of death, the declaration of transmission shall be accompanied by a Succession 

certificate, probate or letters of Administration, under the Indian Succession Act, 1925 or a duly certified copy thereof. 

The Registrar on receipt of the declaration of transmission will make appropriate entry in the register book to give 

effect to the change in the ownership. 

Where as a result of the transmission of property in a ship or share there on death or insolvency or otherwise a ship 

ceases to be an Indian ship, the Registrar of Port of her registry will have to submit a report to the Central Government 

through the Director General of Shipping setting out the circumstances in which the ship has ceased to be an Indian 

ship. On receipt of such a report, Central Government can make an application to the High Court for a direction for the 

sale of such Ship to any Indian citizen or any Indian company. Such an application may have to be made to the High 

Court by the Government within 60 days from the date of receipt of the report. 

 

REGISTRY OF GOVERNMENT SHIPS 

A ship owned by Government is also registered in the same manner as other Indian ships subject to the following 

modifications : 

a) the application for registry has to be made by the Secretary of the Ministry concerned or the Head of the Department 

to whom the management of the ship is entrusted or any other officer nominated by the Central /State Government with 

the particulars, as detailed below: 

i) name and description of the ships   

ii) a statement of the time and the place where the ship was built and, if these particulars are not known, a statement to 

that effect, and of the former name, if any known:   

iii) a statement of the nature of the title to the said ship; and   

iv) The name of the Master. 

b) No declaration of ownership is necessary. 
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c) The Registrar on receiving the application and on compliance with the necessary formalities will enter the ship in the 

registry book as belonging to Government, State or Central. 

d) The transfer of a registered Government ship has to be made by an instrument of sale in the prescribed form from 

which should be omitted the portion relating to the covenant. The instrument will have to be signed on behalf of the 

transferee by an officer authorised by Government, Central or State. 

 At the request of the owners of Indian ships desiring to be known at sea, signal letters are allotted by the Director 

General of Shipping, who will control the series that may be so issued. The allotment of such signal letters are required 

to be noted in the Register Book and endorsed suitably on the Certificate of Registry. The allotment of signal letters 

will form subject matter of a communication by the Director General of Shipping to the Wireless Adviser, Ministry of 

Communication, New Delhi. 

 There is no bar to re-registration of an abandoned or wrecked ship. In such cases the owner may have to specify 

whether he desires to retain the ship’s previous name or have a change. The formalities to be observed in such cases are 

the same as are applicable to a ship on first registry but subject to the condition that a ship so coming up for registration 

is required to be surveyed by a Surveyor and a certificate as to its seaworthiness obtained. All outstanding mortgage or 

other encumbrances on the ship will continue to be in force and may have to be brought forward in the new registry. 

 A certified copy of the entries appearing in the register book will be available to any interested party on application 

accompanied by prescribed fees laid down in the Registration of ships rules. The Registrar can entertain request 

accompanied by prescribed fees for issue of a new certificate on the plea that the original certificate has been defaced or 

mutilated. In that event, the certificate so issued will be marked "duplicate" in red ink. 

 

III. DATA ANALYSIS 

Null Hypothesis – There is no significant relation between age and opinion on criminalization of non-payment of wages 

under maritime law. 

Alternate Hypothesis - There is significant relation between age and opinion on criminalization of non-payment of 

wages under maritime law. 

Age components * Do you think non-payment of wages to ship crew should be criminalized? Cross 

Tabulation 

  Do you think 2n-payment of wages to ship 

crew should be criminalized? 

Total 

Yes No Maybe 

Age 

components 

0-18  61 42 27 130 

 46.9% 32.3% 20.8% 100.0% 

 15.8% 14.1% 16.1% 15.3% 

18-30  284 197 116 597 

 47.6% 33.0% 19.4% 100.0% 

 73.6% 66.3% 69.0% 70.2% 

30-50  35 49 22 106 
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 33.0% 46.2% 20.8% 100.0% 

 9.1% 16.5% 13.1%  

50above  6 9 3 18 

 33.3% 50.0% 16.7% 100.0% 

 1.6% 3.0% 1.8% 2.1% 

Total  386 297 168 851 

 45.4% 34.9% 19.7% 100.0% 

 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

  

 Discussion:As per the availability of the statistics the survey is related to the age group and awareness of the maritime 

law. The cross tab shows that the Age group plays a role, not only the above age group, others has also the knowledge 

and awareness about the maritime law. 

Chi-Square Tests 

  Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 11.028a 6 .088 

Likelihood Ratio 10.968 6 .089 

Linear-by-Linear Association 1.811 1 .178 

N of Valid Cases 851     

a. 1 cells (8.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 3.55. 

 

Discussion: Finally ,The chi-square test shows that the there is significant relation between the opinion on 

criminalization of non-payment of wages under maritime law.  

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Maintain a Central Register which would contain not only the names of all ships but also entries relating to every Indian 

ship that stand recorded at the various ports of registry. Details of the Registry Of a ship as well as every subsequent 

entry relating to that ship recorded in the Register Book are required to be communicated to the Director General Of 

Shipping as and when the events occur. On or before the 15th January of each year, Registrars of each Port are required 

to submit to the Director General of Shipping a return showing the number of ships with their tonnage registered in the 

register book during the previous year.Executive Orders: The Director General of Shipping has assigned the work of 

maintaining the Central Register of Ships to the Nautical Adviser. All Principal Officers have been directed to send 

their returns, including the transcript of registry, to the Nautical Adviser so that he should be able to maintain the 

Central Register. 
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