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Abstract: This research paper explores the representation of cross-cultural human behavior and 

emotional displacement in the fiction of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni and Jhumpa Lahiri. Both writers 

focus on diasporic experiences, immigrant psychology, cultural alienation, and identity transformation in 

multicultural societies. Their narratives portray the emotional struggles of individuals caught between 

Eastern traditions and Western modernity. Through characters facing migration, loneliness, nostalgia, 

and cultural hybridity, these authors examine how displacement affects personal relationships, gender 

roles, family structures, and self-identity.  

The study employs postcolonial and diasporic theoretical frameworks to analyze selected novels and 

short stories such as The Namesake, Interpreter of Maladies, The Mistress of Spices, and Arranged 

Marriage. The paper argues that emotional displacement emerges as a consequence of cultural conflict, 

social isolation, and fragmented identity in immigrant life. Furthermore, it highlights how both writers 

present resilience, adaptation, and cultural negotiation as means of survival in transnational spaces. The 

research contributes to the understanding of diaspora literature and cross-cultural psychology in 

contemporary Indian English fiction.. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Diasporic literature occupies a significant position in contemporary literary studies because it addresses the experiences 

of migration, cultural transition, and emotional instability. The fiction of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni and Jhumpa 

Lahiri represents the psychological and social realities of immigrants who move from India to Western countries, 

especially the United States. Their literary works explore the complex interaction between homeland memories and 

foreign cultural environments. The immigrant characters in their narratives often suffer from identity crises, emotional 

alienation, cultural confusion, and feelings of rootlessness. These themes emerge due to the clash between traditional 

Indian values and modern Western lifestyles. 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s fiction focuses primarily on female immigrant experiences, cultural hybridity, emotional 

trauma, and the negotiation of identity in foreign lands. Her novels and short stories portray women struggling to 

preserve cultural traditions while simultaneously adapting to Western society. In works such as The Mistress of Spices, 

Queen of Dreams, and Arranged Marriage, Divakaruni illustrates how migration leads to emotional fragmentation and 

psychological displacement. Her characters frequently encounter loneliness, marital conflicts, nostalgia, and cultural 

isolation. 

Similarly, Jhumpa Lahiri’s fiction examines immigrant life through themes of alienation, displacement, family 

relationships, and cultural assimilation. In The Namesake and Interpreter of Maladies, Lahiri portrays first-generation 

and second-generation immigrants attempting to balance Indian traditions with American culture. Her characters 
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experience emotional dislocation due to language barriers, generational conflicts, identity confusion, and social 

alienation. Lahiri’s minimalist narrative style captures the subtle emotional tensions of immigrant existence. 

The present study investigates how cross-cultural environments shape human behavior and emotional displacement in 

the fiction of these two writers. It analyzes the psychological impact of migration and explores the ways in which 

characters negotiate identity and belonging in multicultural societies. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

To examine cross-cultural influences on human behavior in the fiction of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni and Jhumpa 

Lahiri. 

To analyze emotional displacement and psychological alienation in immigrant characters. 

To explore themes of identity crisis, nostalgia, and cultural hybridity. 

To study the representation of gender and family relationships in diasporic contexts. 

To understand the impact of migration on emotional and social behavior. 

 

Research Methodology 

The study adopts an analytical and interpretative research methodology based on textual analysis. Primary texts include 

selected novels and short stories by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni and Jhumpa Lahiri. Secondary sources such as books, 

journals, research articles, and critical essays on diaspora studies, postcolonialism, and cultural identity are also 

consulted. The theoretical framework is influenced by postcolonial theories of Homi K. Bhabha, Stuart Hall, and 

diaspora studies focusing on hybridity, identity formation, and displacement. Comparative literary analysis is used to 

examine similarities and differences in the portrayal of emotional displacement and cross-cultural behavior. 

 

Cross-Cultural Human Behavior in Divakaruni’s Fiction 

Divakaruni’s fiction portrays immigrants negotiating between Indian traditions and Western modernity. Her characters 

experience cultural conflicts that shape their emotional and social behavior. In Arranged Marriage, women immigrants 

encounter loneliness and emotional suffering as they struggle to adapt to unfamiliar social norms. Cultural 

displacement influences their relationships, communication styles, and self-perception. 

In The Mistress of Spices, Tilo symbolizes the immigrant condition through her magical connection to Indian spices 

and traditions. She attempts to help immigrants cope with alienation and emotional pain in America. The novel 

demonstrates how cultural memory becomes a source of comfort for displaced individuals. At the same time, 

adaptation to Western society creates internal conflicts between tradition and personal freedom. 

Queen of Dreams further explores hybridity and identity fragmentation. Rakhi, the protagonist, feels disconnected from 

both Indian and American cultures. Her emotional instability reflects the psychological consequences of living between 

cultures. Divakaruni emphasizes that immigrants often occupy an in-between space where belonging remains uncertain. 

 

Emotional Displacement in Lahiri’s Fiction 

Jhumpa Lahiri’s fiction captures the subtle emotional tensions experienced by immigrants and their children. In The 

Namesake, Gogol Ganguli struggles with his identity as an Indian-American. His unusual name symbolizes cultural 

confusion and emotional displacement. Gogol attempts to distance himself from Indian traditions but later realizes the 

importance of cultural roots in shaping identity. 

Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies presents emotionally isolated characters who experience loneliness, failed 

communication, and fractured relationships. Mrs. Sen, for instance, suffers from homesickness and emotional 

alienation after migrating to America. Her inability to adapt to American culture intensifies her isolation and nostalgia 

for India. 
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The emotional displacement in Lahiri’s fiction is often quiet and internalized. Rather than dramatic conflicts, Lahiri 

focuses on subtle psychological struggles, including silence, alienation, and emotional distance within families. Her 

characters frequently feel trapped between inherited traditions and contemporary Western values. 

 

Identity Crisis and Cultural Hybridity 

Identity crisis is a recurring theme in the works of both writers. Immigrant characters struggle to reconcile multiple 

cultural identities. According to Homi Bhabha’s concept of hybridity, immigrants create new identities by combining 

elements of different cultures. Divakaruni and Lahiri portray this hybrid identity as both empowering and painful. 

In Divakaruni’s fiction, women characters often attempt to preserve Indian cultural traditions while seeking 

independence in Western societies. This duality creates emotional conflict but also enables self-discovery and 

empowerment. Similarly, Lahiri’s second-generation characters experience confusion regarding language, customs, and 

belonging. They neither fully identify with India nor completely assimilate into American culture. 

The emotional consequences of hybridity include loneliness, anxiety, nostalgia, and alienation. However, both writers 

also suggest that cultural negotiation can lead to resilience and personal growth. Their characters gradually learn to 

embrace multicultural identities instead of seeking rigid cultural boundaries. 

 

Gender, Family, and Emotional Relationships 

Gender plays a significant role in shaping emotional displacement in diasporic literature. Divakaruni’s fiction 

particularly focuses on immigrant women who experience oppression, domestic violence, loneliness, and emotional 

suppression. Migration intensifies their vulnerability because they lack familiar social support systems. 

Lahiri’s fiction portrays generational conflicts within immigrant families. Parents attempt to preserve Indian traditions, 

while children adopt Western lifestyles. This cultural gap creates emotional distance and misunderstandings within 

families. Nevertheless, familial bonds remain important sources of emotional connection and cultural continuity. 

Both writers emphasize that migration transforms emotional relationships. Marriage, parenthood, friendship, and social 

interactions are deeply affected by cultural transition. Emotional displacement often arises when individuals fail to 

communicate across cultural and generational boundaries. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

The fiction of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni and Jhumpa Lahiri provides profound insights into cross-cultural human 

behavior and emotional displacement in diasporic contexts. Their narratives portray immigrants struggling with identity 

crises, alienation, nostalgia, and cultural hybridity while negotiating life in foreign societies. Divakaruni highlights 

emotional conflicts faced by immigrant women and emphasizes resilience through cultural memory and self-discovery. 

Lahiri, on the other hand, explores subtle emotional tensions, generational conflicts, and the psychological impact of 

displacement. 

Both writers reveal that migration is not merely a geographical movement but also an emotional and psychological 

transformation. Their works demonstrate how cross-cultural encounters shape human behavior, relationships, and 

identity formation. Emotional displacement emerges as a central consequence of living between cultures, yet the 

possibility of adaptation and hybrid identity offers hope for belonging and self-realization in multicultural societies. 
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