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Abstract: Education policy is essential for a country at school and college levels due to the reason that 

education leads to economic and social progress. 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to overhaul India's education system by focusing on 

holistic and multidisciplinary learning. While the policy envisions transformative shift, its 

implementation faces multiple challenges, including infrastructural constraints, teacher training, digital 

accessibility, and resistance to change. This research paper provides a theoretical analysis of NEP 2020, 

examining key issues and challenges from policy and implementation perspectives. Using secondary data 

sources and policy evaluation frameworks, this study highlights gaps in execution, financial constraints, 

and disparities in educational access. The findings suggest that while NEP 2020 presents a progressive 

roadmap, successful implementation requires addressing systemic challenges, fostering stakeholder 

participation, and ensuring policy continuity. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The National Education Policy2020 is the third education policy of independent India. 

NEP 2020, approved by the Government of India, aims to revamp the existing educational structure by emphasizing 

conceptual understanding, critical thinking, and skill-based learning. The policy introduces structural changes such as 

the 5+3+3+4 system, multidisciplinary education, and increased flexibility. However, the transition from policy to 

practice faces numerous hurdles, including resource allocation, infrastructural readiness, and digital divide concerns. 

This paper explores these theoretical and practical challenges, contributing to the academic discourse on educational 

policy implementation in India. 

  

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Several studies have examined the implications of NEP 2020. Researchers such as Kumar (2021) and Sharma (2022) 

argue that the policy promotes global best practices but lacks clarity in execution. Mishra (2023) highlights the digital 

divide as a major barrier to equitable education, particularly in rural areas. Theories on educational policy 

implementation (Fullan, 2001) suggest that successful reforms require teacher preparedness and systemic support. 

Additionally, past policy reforms, such as the Right to Education (RTE) Act (2009), provide insights into 

implementation challenges that NEP 2020 might encounter. This section synthesizes existing literature to identify gaps 

and concerns related to NEP 2020. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a qualitative research approach, utilizing secondary data analysis of government reports, policy 

documents, journal articles, and expert opinions. The research methodology includes: 

• Policy Document Analysis: Examining NEP 2020 provisions and comparing them with previous educational 

policies. 
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• Theoretical Framework: Applying policy implementation models to assess challenges. 

• Comparative Analysis: Evaluating international education policies for best practices. 

 

• Research Design  

Research Design 

Nature of Study: The study will be qualitative, focusing on theoretical and policy analysis. Approach: Analytical and 

interpretative, using secondary data sources. 

 

1. Data Collection Primary Sources 

Government Documents: NEP 2020 report, committee reports, implementation guidelines. 

Parliamentary Debates: Discussions on NEP in Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha. Official Ministry Reports: Reports from the 

Ministry of Education. 

 

Secondary Sources: 

 Research Papers C Articles: Academic journals, books, and reports on education policy. Media Analysis: News 

articles, expert opinions, and interviews on NEP implementation. 

 

Comparative Studies 

U.S. Education Policy  

 

Key Features: 

Common Core Standards and STEM emphasis. 

Decentralized education system with state autonomy. 

 

Challenges: 

Educational inequality and racial disparities. 

High cost of higher education and student debt crisis. 

Finland’s Education System Key Features: 

Free education and minimal standardized testing. Strong teacher training programs. 

 

Challenges: 

Adapting to changing global education demands. Balancing traditional and digital education. 

 

IV. FINDINGS ANALYSIS 

Key Issues and Challenges in NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was introduced to transform the Indian 

education system by emphasizing holistic and multidisciplinary learning. However, various theoretical issues and 

challenges have emerged in its implementation. Below are some key secondary data points on these issues: 

1. Implementation Complexity: The structural shift to 5+3+3+4 requires extensive infrastructural and curricular 

adjustments. 

2. Financial Constraints: The policy demands a significant increase in public expenditure on education, which remains 

below the recommended 6% of GDP. 

3. Digital Divide: Online learning accessibility remains uneven, especially in rural and economically weaker sections. 

4. Teacher Training and Preparedness: The success of NEP 2020 hinges on upskilling teachers, but large-scale training 

programs are yet to be effectively implemented. 

5. Multidisciplinary Approach Challenges: While the policy promotes flexible learning, institutions struggle with 

curriculum restructuring. 
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6. Language Policy Concerns: Emphasis on regional languages may pose challenges in higher education and 

international mobility. 

 

V. THEORETICAL ISSUES IN NEP 2020 

Lack of Clarity on Multidisciplinary Approach 

NEP 2020 promotes a multidisciplinary education system, but there is a lack of clarity on how this will be implemented 

across different streams. 

According to a study by Azim Premji University (2021), only 30% of colleges in India have the infrastructure to 

support a truly multidisciplinary environment. 

 

VI. CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING A HOLISTIC CURRICULUM 

The policy encourages experiential learning, vocational training, and critical thinking. 

A report by NITI Aayog (2022) suggests that 80% of rural schools lack resources to introduce such holistic learning 

methods. 

 

VII. REGIONAL S LINGUISTIC BARRIERS 

NEP emphasizes education in the mother tongue till Grade 5, but India’s linguistic diversity poses a challenge. 

A study by NCERT (2023) found that many teachers lack proficiency in local languages, making it difficult to 

implement this policy effectively. 

 

VIII. DIGITAL DIVIDE S ED-TECH CHALLENGES 

NEP 2020 envisions a technology-driven education system, but digital infrastructure remains a concern. 

According to a UNESCO report (2021), over 40% of rural students in India do not have access to smartphones or the 

internet, limiting their ability to participate in digital learning. 

 

Challenges in the Implementation of NEP 2020 

Funding s Financial Constraints 

NEP proposes that 6% of GDP should be allocated to education, but actual spending remains lower. 

As per the Economic Survey 2023, India’s education expenditure is around 3.1% of GDP, far below the target. 

 

Teacher Training s Shortage 

The policy emphasizes continuous professional development (CPD) for teachers, but training programs remain 

inadequate. 

A PRATHAM report (2022) indicates that only 25% of teachers receive regular training aligned with the new 

pedagogical reforms. 

 

Higher Education Autonomy s Governance 

NEP suggests autonomy for higher education institutions, but regulatory conflicts exist. 

According to UGC Data (2023), only 15% of universities are fully autonomous, while many face bureaucratic hurdles. 

Vocational Education s Skill Development 

NEP aims for 50% of students to receive vocational training by 2025. 

Skill India Report (2022) shows that only 10% of students currently receive structured vocational education. 

Equity vs. Excellence: Ensuring quality education for all while promoting high-achievers. 

Digital Divide: Unequal access to technology affecting online learning. Funding Constraints: Budget allocation 

challenges for policy implementation. Teacher Training and Development: Need for continuous skill enhancement. 

Policy Implementation Gaps: Bureaucratic delays and regional disparities. 
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IX. DISCUSSION 

NEP emphasizes education in the mother tongue till Grade 5, but India’s linguistic diversity poses a challenge. 

A study by NCERT (2023) found that many teachers lack proficiency in local languages, making it difficult to 

implement this policy effectively. 

The analysis suggests that while NEP 2020 is a progressive policy, its success depends on addressing fundamental gaps 

in execution. International case studies from Finland and Singapore indicate that education reforms thrive with strong 

government support, teacher training, and adequate funding. The Indian context requires a phased and well-monitored 

implementation strategy, ensuring inclusivity and accessibility. 

 

X. CONCLUSION 

NEP 2020 presents a visionary roadmap for transforming India's education system. However, the challenges of 

financial investment, teacher preparedness, and equitable digital access must be addressed for effective implementation. 

A robust execution plan, stakeholder collaboration, and policy continuity are essential for achieving NEP 2020’s 

objectives. Future research can focus on empirical studies assessing the policy’s on-ground impact. 
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