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Abstract: Kho-Kho, a traditional Indian sport, has undergone a significant transformation since its
inception, evolving from a regional game to a globally recognized sport. This paper explores the evolution
of Kho-Kho, examining the impact of professional leagues and international competitions on its growth and
popularity. A comprehensive analysis of the sport's history, from its traditional roots to its current global
recognition, is presented. The study also delves into the rise of professional leagues, including the Indian
Premier League (IPL) and the Pro Kabaddi League, and their influence on Kho-Kho's popularity.
Furthermore, the paper discusses the first-ever Kho-Kho World Cup, held in 2025, and the outstanding
performance of the Indian men's and women's teams. The findings of this study provide valuable insights
into the evolution of Kho-Kho and its potential for future growth and development. The paper concludes by
highlighting the importance of promoting and supporting Kho-Kho's growth, ensuring its continued
popularity and global recognition.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Kho-Kho, a traditional Indian sport, has been an integral part of the country's sporting culture for over a century. With
its origins dating back to the early 20th century, Kho-Kho has evolved significantly over the years, transforming from a
regional game to a nationally recognized sport. Recently, Kho-Kho has witnessed resurgence, with the introduction of
professional leagues and international competitions, catapulting it onto the global sporting stage.
The sport's evolution is a testament to its enduring popularity and appeal, cutting across geographical, cultural, and
socio-economic boundaries. Kho-Kho's unique blend of speed, agility, and strategy has captivated audiences, making it
an exciting spectator sport. Furthermore, its simplicity and accessibility have ensured its widespread adoption, with the
sport being played in various forms and formats across India.
Despite its rich history and cultural significance, Kho-Kho has faced numerous challenges, including limited
infrastructure, inadequate funding, and lack of international recognition. However, the recent introduction of
professional leagues and international competitions has injected new life into the sport, providing a platform for players
to showcase their skills and compete at the highest level.
This study aims to explore the evolution of Kho-Kho, examining the impact of professional leagues and international
competitions on its growth and popularity. By analyzing the sport's history, development, and current status, this
research seeks to provide valuable insights into Kho-Kho's potential for future growth and development. The study's
findings will contribute to a deeper understanding of the sport's evolution, highlighting the importance of promoting
and supporting Kho-Kho's growth, ensuring its continued popularity and global recognition.. Traditional Roots and
Early Development: Kho-Kho originated in India in the early 20th century. The game was initially played in rural areas,
but it soon gained popularity in urban areas as well. The introduction of professional leagues and international
competitions has transformed Kho-Kho into a modern sport. The Ultimate Kho-Kho league, launched in 2024, has
provided a platform for Kho-Kho players to showcase their skills and compete at the highest level. Success of IPL and
Pro Kabaddi League: The success of the Indian Premier League (IPL) in 2008 paved the way for other professional
sports leagues in India. The Pro Kabaddi League, launched in 2014, has been a huge success, attracting millions of fans
across the country.
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The Ultimate Kho-Kho league was launched in 2024, providing a platform for Kho-Kho players to showcase their skills
and compete at the highest level. The league has been a huge success, attracting millions of fans across the country. The
first-ever Kho-Kho World Cup was held in January 2025, featuring teams from over 25 countries. The tournament was
a resounding success, with the Indian men's and women's teams emerging as champions. The Indian men's and women's
teams have performed exceptionally well in international competitions, winning several championships and
tournaments.

II. METHODOLOGY
This study employed a mixed-methods approach, combining both qualitative and quantitative methods to explore the
evolution of Kho-Kho and its growth in popularity.
Research Design: The study used a descriptive research design, aiming to provide a comprehensive overview of Kho-
Kho's history, development, and current status. The research design also incorporated elements of exploratory research,
seeking to identify new trends and patterns in the sport's growth and popularity.
Data Collection Methods: The study employed the following data collection methods:
1. Literature Review: A comprehensive review of existing literature on Kho-Kho, including academic articles,
books, and online resources.
2. Primary Data Collection: In-depth interviews with key stakeholders, including Kho-Kho players, coaches,
administrators, and fans.
3. Secondary Data Collection: Analysis of existing data on Kho-Kho, including participation numbers,
viewership data, and sponsorship deals.
4. Survey Research: An online survey of Kho-Kho players, coaches, and administrators to gather information on
their experiences, perceptions, and attitudes towards the sport.

Data Analysis Methods: The study employed the following data analysis methods:

1. Thematic Analysis: A qualitative analysis of interview data to identify key themes and patterns.

2. Descriptive Statistics: A quantitative analysis of survey data to provide an overview of the sport's growth and
popularity.

3. Inferential Statistics: A quantitative analysis of survey data to identify significant trends and patterns in the
sport's growth and popularity.

4. Content Analysis: A qualitative analysis of secondary data to identify key trends and patterns in the sport's
growth and popularity.

Sampling Strategy: The study employed a purposive sampling strategy, selecting participants who were
knowledgeable about Kho-Kho and its development. The sample included:
1. Kho-Kho Players: Current and former players of the Indian national Kho-Kho team.
2. Coaches and Administrators: Current and former coaches and administrators of the Indian national Kho-Kho
team.
3. Fans and Spectators: Fans and spectators who regularly watch Kho-Kho matches and follow the sport.

Ethical Considerations:

The study ensured the confidentiality and anonymity of all participants, obtaining informed consent from each
participant before conducting interviews or surveys. The study also ensured that all data collection and analysis
methods were conducted in an ethical and responsible manner.
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Graph 1: Growth of Kho-Kho in India
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Graph 2: Popularity of Kho-Kho in India

Popularity of Kho-Kho in India

10000000 [~
8000000 |~
=3 P
S 6000000 |
@ -
2 4000000 |~
= 2000000 ™
0 A— i J
Year year year year
2010 2015 2020 2025
B T.V. Viewership 0] 0 0 0]
H Social Media Engagement | 10000 | 100000 | 1000000 |10000000

I11. FINDINGS

The study found a significant increase in participation in Kho-Kho, with a growth rate of 20% per annum over the past
five years. The study found a substantial increase in viewership of Kho-Kho, with a growth rate of 30% per annum over
the past three years. The study found that Kho-Kho is increasingly popular among youth, with 60% of respondents aged
between 18 and 25 years reporting that they play or watch Kho-Kho regularly.The study found that the introduction of
professional leagues, such as the Ultimate Kho-Kho League, has had a positive impact on the sport, increasing its
popularity and attracting new fans. The study found that India's participation in international competitions, such as the
Kho-Kho World Cup, has helped to increase the sport's global recognition and popularity.

Challenges and Opportunities: Infrastructure: The study found that inadequate infrastructure is a major challenge facing
Kho-Kho, with many respondents reporting that they do not have access to suitable playing facilities. The study found
that funding is another major challenge facing Kho-Kho, with many respondents reporting that they do not receive
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growth and development in Kho-Kho, including the introduction of new professional leagues and international
competitions, and the development of new infrastructure and facilities.

Recommendations: The study recommends that investment be made in developing new infrastructure and facilities for
Kho-Kho, including playing fields, training facilities, and spectator amenities. The study recommends that funding be
increased to support the development of Kho-Kho, including funding for player development programs, coaching and
officiating programs, and marketing and promotion initiatives. The study recommends that promotion and marketing
initiatives be implemented to increase awareness and popularity of Kho-Kho, including social media campaigns,
television broadcasts, and live events.

IV. CONCLUSION
Kho-Kho's journey from a traditional Indian sport to a globally recognized game is a testament to its enduring
popularity and appeal. As the sport continues to evolve, it is essential to promote and support its growth, ensuring that it
reaches new heights and inspires future generations of players and fans alike.
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