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The urgency to address antibiotic resistance is compounded by the scarcity of new antibiotics in th

products, particularly those from understudied plant families like Annonaceae, offer a promising solution

Phytochemicals from Annonaceae plants have demonstrated a broad spectrum of antibacterial activities, targeting 

various bacterial strains and mechanisms. This review synthesizes existing knowledge on the antibacterial properties of

Annonaceae plants, highlighting: 

 Bioactive compounds and their structural diversity

 Mechanisms of antibacterial action, including cell wall disruption 

 Structure-activity relationships and potential lead compounds

 Oral health and dental care 

 Food preservation and safety. 

  

AIM:- 

To investigate the antibacterial properties of plants belonging to the Annonaceae family and explore their potential as 

natural remedies against bacterial infections.

 

OBJECTIVES:- 

Primary Objectives:- 

1. Identify the active compounds responsible for ant

2. Evaluate the efficacy of Annonaceae plant extracts against various bacterial strains.

3. Determine optimal extraction methods and concentrations for antibacterial activity.

 

Secondary Objectives:- 

1. Investigate synergistic effects of combining

2. Assess the safety and efficacy of Annonaceae plant extracts in clinical trials.

3. Explore potential applications of Annonaceae plants in pharmaceuticals, food preser
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The urgency to address antibiotic resistance is compounded by the scarcity of new antibiotics in 

the pipeline. Natural products, particularly those from understudied plant families like Annonaceae, offer a 

promising solution Phytochemicals from Annonaceae plants have demonstrated a broad spectrum of 

antibacterial activities, targeting various bacterial strains and mechanisms. This review synthesizes existing 

knowledge on the antibacterial properties of Annonaceae plants.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

The urgency to address antibiotic resistance is compounded by the scarcity of new antibiotics in th

products, particularly those from understudied plant families like Annonaceae, offer a promising solution

Phytochemicals from Annonaceae plants have demonstrated a broad spectrum of antibacterial activities, targeting 

This review synthesizes existing knowledge on the antibacterial properties of

Bioactive compounds and their structural diversity 

Mechanisms of antibacterial action, including cell wall disruption and enzyme inhibition 

activity relationships and potential lead compounds 

To investigate the antibacterial properties of plants belonging to the Annonaceae family and explore their potential as 

infections. 

1. Identify the active compounds responsible for antibacterial properties in Annonaceae plants. 

2. Evaluate the efficacy of Annonaceae plant extracts against various bacterial strains. 

3. Determine optimal extraction methods and concentrations for antibacterial activity. 

te synergistic effects of combining Annonaceae extracts with conventional antibiotics. 

2. Assess the safety and efficacy of Annonaceae plant extracts in clinical trials. 

3. Explore potential applications of Annonaceae plants in pharmaceuticals, food preservation, and agriculture.
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 Annonacea , general characters, Distribution, Important Plants.

General Information:- Family Name: Annonaceae

Common Name:Custard Apple Family Classification:

- Kingdom: Plantae 

- Clade: Angiosperms 

- Clade: Magnoliids 

- Order: Magnoliales 

- Family: Annonaceae 

 

Description: 

- Large, diverse family of flowering plants (over 130 genera, 2,000 species)

- Mostly tropical and subtropical distribution

- Trees, shrubs, or woody climbers 

- Simple, alternate leaves 

- Flowers: 3-merous, receptacle urceolate 

- Fruits: aggregate, berry-like, or follicular 

 

Distribution: 

- Native to tropical and subtropical regions

- Pantropical distribution, with centers of diversity in Southeast Asia and Central/South A
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- Found in various habitats: rainforests, dry forests, mangroves, and mountainous regions

 

Economic Importance: 

- Food: fruits (e.g., custard apple, soursop, biriba)

- Medicine: traditional remedies for various ailments (e.g., fever, pain, inflammation)

- Timber: valuable wood from some species (e.g., Annona glabra)

- Ornamental: cultivated for their attractive flowers and fruits

  

Notable Genera: 

- Annona (custard apple, soursop, guanabana)

- Rollinia (biriba) 

- Guatteria ( Amazonian tree) 

- Xylopia ( African and Asian species) 

- Asimina (pawpaw, North American species)

- Phytochemicals: alkaloids, flavonoids, phenolic acids with potential antibacterial, anticancer, a

properties 

- Medicinal applications: traditional remedies, modern pharmaceuticals

- Conservation: many species threatened or endangered due to habitat loss and over

  

Plants with antibacterial properties :- 

Edible Fruits with Antibacterial Properties:

Sr. No. Scientific name 

1) Annona squamosa

2) Annona muricata

3) Rollinia deliciosa

4) Asimina triloba 

 

Medicinal Plants with Antibacterial Properties:

Sr. No. Scientific name 

1) Annona senegalensis

2) Xylopia aethiopica

3) Guatteria gaumeri 

4) Unonopsis floribunda

 

Other Plants with Antibacterial Properties:-

Sr. No. Scientific name 

1) Annona glabra 

2) Rollinia mucosa

3) Xylopia frutescens

 

 

MECHANISM OF ACTION 

1. Cell Wall Disruption: Annonaceous compounds, such as alkaloids and flavonoids, interact with bacterial cell walls, 

disrupting their integrity and leading to cell lysis.

2. MembranePermeabilization: 

Compounds like squamocin and annonine increase membran

ultimately causing bacterial cell death. 
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Found in various habitats: rainforests, dry forests, mangroves, and mountainous regions 

Food: fruits (e.g., custard apple, soursop, biriba) 

Medicine: traditional remedies for various ailments (e.g., fever, pain, inflammation) 

Timber: valuable wood from some species (e.g., Annona glabra) 

Ornamental: cultivated for their attractive flowers and fruits 

le, soursop, guanabana) 

Asimina (pawpaw, North American species) 

alkaloids, flavonoids, phenolic acids with potential antibacterial, anticancer, a

Medicinal applications: traditional remedies, modern pharmaceuticals 

Conservation: many species threatened or endangered due to habitat loss and over-exploitation 

Edible Fruits with Antibacterial Properties: 

 Common name Effective against 

Annona squamosa Sugar Apple E. coli, S. aureus 

Annona muricata Soursop against E. coli, P. aeruginosa

Rollinia deliciosa Biriba against S. aureus, B. subtilis

 Pawpaw against E. coli, S. aureus 

Medicinal Plants with Antibacterial Properties: 

Common name Effective against 

Annona senegalensis African Custard Apple S. aureus, E. coli 

Xylopia aethiopica Ethiopian Star Anise against P. aeruginosa, E. col

 Mexican Annona) against S. aureus, B. subtilis

Unonopsis floribunda Peruvian Annona against E. coli, P. aeruginosa

- 

 Common name Effective against 

Pond Apple against E. coli, S. aureus 

mucosa Purple Biriba against S. aureus, B. subtilis

Xylopia frutescens Tropical Annona against P. aeruginosa, E. coli

1. Cell Wall Disruption: Annonaceous compounds, such as alkaloids and flavonoids, interact with bacterial cell walls, 

disrupting their integrity and leading to cell lysis. 

Compounds like squamocin and annonine increase membrane permeability, allowing ions and molecules to leak out, 
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alkaloids, flavonoids, phenolic acids with potential antibacterial, anticancer, and neuroprotective 

aeruginosa 

subtilis 
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subtilis 

aeruginosa 

 

subtilis 

E. coli 

1. Cell Wall Disruption: Annonaceous compounds, such as alkaloids and flavonoids, interact with bacterial cell walls, 

e permeability, allowing ions and molecules to leak out, 
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3. DNA Interference: 

Annonaceae-derived compounds, such as phenolic acids, interact with bacterial DNA, inhibiting replication and 

transcription. 

4. Protein Synthesis Inhibition: 

Alkaloids and flavonoids bind to ribosomes, inhibiting protein synthesis and bacterial growth.

5. Enzyme Inhibition: Compounds like gallic acid and ferulic acid inhibit essential bacterial enzymes, disrupting 

metabolic pathways. 

  

Targeted Bacterial Proteins and Pathways:

1. Penicillin-Binding:Potein(PBPs) 

Annonaceous compounds inhibit PBPs, essential for cell wall synthesis.

 

2. DNA Gyrase and Topoisomerase: 

Compounds interact with these enzymes, disrupting DNA replication and rep

 

3. RNA Polymerase: Inhibition of RNA polymerase affects transcription and bacterial gene expression.

 

4. FtsZ Protein: Compounds disrupt FtsZ protein function, essential for bacterial cell division.

 

Key Antibacterial Compounds: 

1. Alkaloids:Annonine, squamocin, and cherimoline

2. Flavonoids:Quercetin, kaempferol, and isorhapontigenin

3. Phenolic Acids:Gallic acid, ferulic acid, and caffeic acid

 

Synergistic Effects: 

1. Combination Therapy: 

Annonaceae extracts and compounds exhibit synergistic effects when combined with conventional antibiotics.

2. Plant Extracts: Whole plant extracts often demonstrate greater antibacterial activity than isolated compounds.

Resistance Mechanisms: 

1. Efflux Pumps: 

Bacteria develop efflux pumps to remove Annonaceae compounds from the cell.

2. Enzymatic Degradation: 

Bacteria produce enzymes to degrade Annonaceae compounds.

 

Future Directions: 

1. Structure-Activity Relationship (SAR) Studies:

Elucidate relationships between compound structure and antibacterial activity.

 

2. Combination Therapy: 

Investigate synergistic effects with conventional antibiotics.

 

3. Clinical Trial: 

Conduct clinical trials to evaluate efficacy and safety.
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Targeted Bacterial Proteins and Pathways: 

Annonaceous compounds inhibit PBPs, essential for cell wall synthesis. 

Compounds interact with these enzymes, disrupting DNA replication and repair. 

3. RNA Polymerase: Inhibition of RNA polymerase affects transcription and bacterial gene expression.

4. FtsZ Protein: Compounds disrupt FtsZ protein function, essential for bacterial cell division. 
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2. Flavonoids:Quercetin, kaempferol, and isorhapontigenin 

3. Phenolic Acids:Gallic acid, ferulic acid, and caffeic acid 

Annonaceae extracts and compounds exhibit synergistic effects when combined with conventional antibiotics.

2. Plant Extracts: Whole plant extracts often demonstrate greater antibacterial activity than isolated compounds.

Bacteria develop efflux pumps to remove Annonaceae compounds from the cell. 

Bacteria produce enzymes to degrade Annonaceae compounds. 
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nships between compound structure and antibacterial activity. 

Investigate synergistic effects with conventional antibiotics. 
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derived compounds, such as phenolic acids, interact with bacterial DNA, inhibiting replication and 

5. Enzyme Inhibition: Compounds like gallic acid and ferulic acid inhibit essential bacterial enzymes, disrupting 

3. RNA Polymerase: Inhibition of RNA polymerase affects transcription and bacterial gene expression. 

Annonaceae extracts and compounds exhibit synergistic effects when combined with conventional antibiotics. 

2. Plant Extracts: Whole plant extracts often demonstrate greater antibacterial activity than isolated compounds. 
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1. Investigate synergistic effects of combining Annonaceae extracts with conventional antibiotics.

2. Conduct clinical trials to assess efficacy and safety in humans.

3. Explore potential applications in pharmaceuticals, food preservation, and agriculturThe a

Annonaceae plants warrant further investigation, offering potential solutions for combating bacterial resistance and 

promoting public health. 

  

The Annonaceae family comprises various plants exhibiting anti

against bacterial infections. Edible fruits like Sugar Apple, Soursop, Biriba, and Pawpaw, as well as medicinal plants 

like African Custard Apple, Ethiopian Star Anise, and Mexican Annona, demonstra

pathogens such as E. coli, S. aureus, and P. aeruginosa.

 

Key Findings:- 

1. Alkaloids, flavonoids, and phenolic acids are primary active compounds responsible for antibacterial properties.

2. Extracts from Annonaceae plants show promise against various bacterial strains.

3. Further research is necessary to explore optimal extraction methods, concentrations, and applications.
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II. DISCUSSION 

Investigate synergistic effects of combining Annonaceae extracts with conventional antibiotics. 

2. Conduct clinical trials to assess efficacy and safety in humans. 

3. Explore potential applications in pharmaceuticals, food preservation, and agriculturThe antibacterial properties of 

investigation, offering potential solutions for combating bacterial resistance and 

III. CONCLUSION 

The Annonaceae family comprises various plants exhibiting antibacterial properties, offering potential natural remedies 

against bacterial infections. Edible fruits like Sugar Apple, Soursop, Biriba, and Pawpaw, as well as medicinal plants 

Ethiopian Star Anise, and Mexican Annona, demonstrate antibacterial efficacy against 

pathogens such as E. coli, S. aureus, and P. aeruginosa. 

1. Alkaloids, flavonoids, and phenolic acids are primary active compounds responsible for antibacterial properties.

show promise against various bacterial strains. 

3. Further research is necessary to explore optimal extraction methods, concentrations, and applications.
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