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Abstract: The National Education Policy (NEP) of a country serves as a guiding framework for its 

educational endeavours, shaping the trajectory of learning, knowledge dissemination, and cultural 

preservation. In the Indian context, the recent formulation and implementation of the NEP mark a 

significant milestone in the nation's educational landscape. Central to this policy is a renewed emphasis on 

promoting and preserving Indian languages, reflecting a commitment to linguistic diversity and cultural 

heritage. This paper delves into the provisions and implications of the National Education Policy, 

particularly focusing on its role in fostering Indian languages. Through a comprehensive review of 

literature, policy documents, and empirical evidence, this paper examines the strategies outlined in the NEP 

for language promotion, analyzes their potential impact, and discusses the challenges and opportunities 

associated with their implementation. Furthermore, the paper explores the socio-cultural significance of 

language preservation and revitalization, highlighting the intrinsic link between language, identity, and 

community cohesion. Drawing upon insights from linguistic anthropology, education policy studies, and 

sociolinguistics, this paper offers a critical appraisal of the NEP's approach to language promotion and 

suggests recommendations for effective policy implementation and evaluation. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Background of the National Education Policy: Discuss the historical context leading to the formulation of the NEP, 

including previous education policies and the need for a comprehensive overhaul. 

Importance of language in education: Highlight the significance of language as a medium of instruction, 

communication, and cultural expression in shaping educational outcomes and societal cohesion. 

Rationale for promoting Indian languages: Explore the socio-cultural and educational benefits of promoting Indian 

languages, including fostering inclusivity, preserving cultural heritage, and enhancing cognitive development. 

 

II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Sociolinguistic perspectives on language promotion: Examine theories and concepts from sociolinguistics that 

elucidate the dynamic interplay between language, society, and education, emphasizing the role of language policies in 

shaping linguistic landscapes. 

Language policy and planning theories: Introduce theoretical frameworks related to language policy formulation and 

implementation, including language vitality, language rights, and language-in-education planning models. 

Provisions of the National Education Policy on Language Promotion 

Multilingualism as a core principle: Analyze the NEP's endorsement of multilingual education and its implications 

for language diversity and inclusive learning environments. 

Three-language formula: Discuss the rationale behind the three-language formula proposed by the NEP and its 

potential impact on language learning outcomes and cultural exchange. 

Importance of mother tongue in early education: Examine the NEP's emphasis on mother tongue-based multilingual 

education (MTB-MLE) and its significance for cognitive development, educational equity, and cultural pride. 
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Integration of Indian knowledge systems: Explore how the NEP seeks to integrate traditional Indian knowledge 

systems, including indigenous languages and cultural practices, into the mainstream education curriculum. 

Implications of Language Promotion Strategies 

Impact on linguistic diversity and cultural preservation: Assess the potential effects of language promotion 

strategies on safeguarding linguistic diversity, revitalizing endangered languages, and preserving intangible cultural 

heritage. 

Access to education for marginalized linguistic communities: Examine how language-inclusive policies can enhance 

educational access and outcomes for marginalized linguistic communities, reducing disparities in educational 

attainment. 

Cognitive and socio-cultural benefits of multilingualism: Explore research findings on the cognitive, linguistic, and 

socio-cultural advantages of multilingualism, including enhanced cognitive flexibility, intercultural competence, and 

identity formation. 

 

III. CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTATION 

Infrastructure and resource constraints: Identify challenges related to the availability of teaching materials, trained 

educators, and infrastructure for implementing language promotion initiatives effectively. 

Teacher training and capacity building: Discuss the need for specialized teacher training programs to support the 

implementation of MTB-MLE and other language promotion strategies, including pedagogical approaches and 

assessment methods. 

Socio-political factors influencing language choices: Analyze the socio-political dynamics that shape language 

attitudes, preferences, and policies, including issues of linguistic hegemony, language standardization, and language-in-

education planning. 

 

Opportunities for Effective Implementation 

Collaborative efforts between government, academia, and communities: Highlight the importance of multi-

stakeholder collaboration in designing and implementing language promotion initiatives, including partnerships 

between government agencies, educational institutions, and community organizations. 

Harnessing technology for language learning and preservation: Explore the role of digital technologies in 

supporting language learning, documentation, and revitalization efforts, including online resources, mobile applications, 

and digital archives. 

Public awareness and advocacy campaigns: Discuss the importance of raising public awareness about the value of 

linguistic diversity and the benefits of language promotion initiatives through advocacy campaigns, community 

outreach, and media engagement. 

 

Socio-cultural Significance of Language Preservation 

Language, identity, and belonging: Examine the intimate connection between language, cultural identity, and social 

belonging, emphasizing how language revitalization efforts can strengthen cultural resilience and community cohesion. 

Inter-generational transmission of cultural knowledge: Discuss the role of language in transmitting cultural 

knowledge, traditions, and values across generations, highlighting the importance of preserving indigenous languages 

for intergenerational continuity. 

Linguistic rights and social justice: Explore the concept of linguistic rights as fundamental human rights, emphasizing 

the link between language policy, social justice, and equitable access to education, resources, and services. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Summary of key findings: Recapitulate the main findings and insights gleaned from the analysis of the NEP's 

language promotion strategies and their implications. 

Recommendations for policy makers and practitioners: Provide actionable recommendations for policymakers, 

educators, and practitioners to enhance the effectiveness and inclusivity of language promotion initiatives in line with 

the goals of the NEP. 
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Future directions for research on language promotion in education: Identify areas for further research and inquiry, 

including longitudinal studies, comparative analyses, and evaluation frameworks for assessing the long-term impact of 

language promotion policies on educational outcomes and societal well-being. 
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