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Abstract: This paper investigates the potential gender differences in moral reasoning among elementary 

school children. Moral reasoning is a fundamental aspect of child development, influencing decision-

making, interpersonal relationships, and overall social behavior. Understanding any gender-based 

variations in this domain can contribute to the development of targeted educational strategies and 

interventions. The study examines the existing literature on moral development, cognitive development 

theories, and gender-specific socialization processes. Additionally, empirical research findings related to 

gender differences in moral reasoning among elementary school children are critically analyzed. The paper 

also explores potential explanations for observed disparities, considering biological, cognitive, and socio-

cultural factors. The implications of gender differences in moral reasoning for educators, parents, and 

policymakers are discussed, emphasizing the importance of fostering a supportive environment that 

promotes ethical development for all children. Finally, the paper suggests future research directions to 

deepen our understanding of gender-related nuances in moral reasoning among elementary school 

children. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The landscape of moral development in children is a multifaceted terrain, woven with intricate threads that shape their 

ethical understanding and decision-making processes. Among the myriad factors influencing this developmental 

journey, gender emerges as a dimension of particular interest. This paper delves into the nuanced exploration of gender 

differences in moral reasoning among elementary school children, recognizing the pivotal role that moral development 

plays in their socialization and overall character formation. 

The elementary school years mark a critical phase in a child's cognitive and socio-emotional development. As children 

navigate the complexities of ethical decision-making, their emerging moral reasoning becomes a key determinant of 

how they interpret and respond to moral dilemmas, conflicts, and interpersonal relationships. The significance of 

understanding potential gender variations in this process lies not only in unraveling the intricacies of children's moral 

development but also in paving the way for targeted educational strategies and interventions. 

To embark on this journey of exploration, it is essential to first comprehend the broader context of moral development 

theories and cognitive frameworks that underpin children's ethical reasoning. Theories such as Lawrence Kohlberg's 

stages of moral development and Jean Piaget's cognitive developmental stages provide foundational insights into the 

gradual unfolding of moral reasoning capacities. However, as the tapestry of moral development is woven, the interplay 

of gender-specific socialization processes introduces a layer of complexity that merits deeper investigation. 

The lens through which society views and treats boys and girls, the expectations placed upon them, and the cultural 

narratives they absorb all contribute to the formation of distinct moral perspectives. Consequently, it becomes 

imperative to examine the existing body of research that probes into gender differences in moral reasoning among 

elementary school children. By synthesizing and critically analyzing empirical findings, this paper seeks to unveil 

patterns, disparities, and potential influencing factors in the moral reasoning abilities of boys and girls during their 

formative years. 
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Sagar, Vidyar, O'Connor et.al (2010) studied the “Role of emotional intelligence in moral judgement.” They 

investigated the potential role of emotional intelligence (EI) in moral reasoning (MR). A sample of 131 undergraduate 

students was taken. Results revealed support for a proposed model of the relationship between emotional intelligence, 

personality and moral reasoning. They emphasised the need to incorporate the constructs of EI and moral reasoning into 

a broader, explanatory personality framework. 

Kalsoom et al. (2012) conducted a study with the main objectives to investigate the moral reasoning of adolescent boys 

and girls with reference to responsibility orientation versus justice orientation and to compare the frequency of 

adolescent boys and girls with right orientation and responsibility orientation. The sample of study consisted of 40 boys 

and 40 girls selected applying random sampling technique. The scale developed by Baker and Role (2002) was used. 

The main conclusions of the study were that adolescent girls found to be more care oriented than boys, however, they 

were found to be equal on justice oriented. It was also inferred that religion is the most important factor which influence 

the moral judgment and justice oriented approach of boys and girls. 

Taj Hassen and KH Mr Prabhu (2013) the study found that there is a positive significant relationship between moral 

judgement and emotional competence of secondary school students and also the study found that there is a significant 

difference in the moral judgement of boys and girls of secondary school students, it further revealed that aided – 

unaided secondary school students had higher moral judgement as compared to government aided secondary school 

students. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This section outlines the methodologies employed in various empirical studies focusing on gender differences in moral 

reasoning among elementary school children. It discusses sample sizes, age groups, research instruments, and analytical 

approaches, highlighting the strengths and limitations of each study. 

Explanations for Gender Differences: 

Understanding the roots of gender differences in moral reasoning among elementary school children requires a nuanced 

exploration of various contributing factors. One plausible explanation lies in the interplay between biological and 

cognitive influences. Research suggests that biological disparities, such as hormonal fluctuations, may impact cognitive 

processes associated with moral reasoning. For instance, the role of oxytocin, often referred to as the "bonding 

hormone," has been implicated in empathy and prosocial behavior. Gender variations in oxytocin levels may contribute 

to differences in how boys and girls perceive and respond to moral dilemmas. 

Cognitive development theories also play a significant role in shaping moral reasoning, and some scholars argue that 

cognitive differences between genders may contribute to variations in ethical decision-making. Piaget's theory of moral 

development posits distinct stages through which children progress, with girls often purported to mature faster in the 

early stages of moral reasoning. This accelerated cognitive development might influence the nature and depth of moral 

considerations among girls compared to boys during the elementary school years. 

Implications for Education and Policy: 

Understanding gender differences in moral reasoning among elementary school children holds significant implications 

for both educational practices and policymaking. Educational institutions play a pivotal role in shaping the moral 

landscape of students, and acknowledging gender nuances in this context is crucial for fostering inclusive learning 

environments. 

Firstly, educators must recognize that boys and girls may approach moral dilemmas differently. Tailoring teaching 

strategies to accommodate diverse moral reasoning styles can enhance the overall effectiveness of moral education 

programs. For instance, incorporating a variety of ethical scenarios that resonate with both genders can help engage 

students more effectively. Additionally, educators should be trained to recognize and address gender-specific needs 

related to moral development, ensuring that the educational experience is equitable for all. 

Furthermore, the findings underscore the importance of creating a classroom culture that encourages open dialogue and 

respects diverse perspectives. Emphasizing empathy, cooperation, and mutual understanding as integral components of 

moral reasoning can contribute to the development of a more compassionate and socially aware student body. Teachers 
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can play a pivotal role in modeling ethical behavior and facilitating discussions that challenge traditional gender 

stereotypes, fostering a climate of respect and equality. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the examination of gender differences in moral reasoning among elementary school children reveals a 

nuanced landscape shaped by a complex interplay of biological, cognitive, and socio-cultural factors. While empirical 

studies indicate some variations in moral reasoning between boys and girls, it is crucial to approach these findings with 

a recognition of individual differences and the limitations of generalizations. The implications of gender differences in 

moral reasoning extend to educational practices, emphasizing the need for inclusive strategies that nurture ethical 

development in all children. Educators and policymakers should be cognizant of the potential impact of societal 

expectations and gender-specific socialization on moral reasoning, working towards fostering environments that 

encourage empathy, fairness, and ethical decision-making for both boys and girls. Moreover, this exploration 

underscores the importance of ongoing research to deepen our understanding of the intricate mechanisms influencing 

moral development, ensuring that educational interventions remain relevant and effective in promoting a morally aware 

and equitable society. 
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