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Abstract: This paper critically examines the profound impact of colonial rule on the sacred institution of 
Hindu marriage and the resultant transformation in family structures. By delving into historical archives, 
legal documents, and cultural narratives, we aim to unravel the multifaceted ways in which colonialism left 
an indelible mark on the traditional fabric of Hindu matrimony and familial relationships. The analysis 
encompasses shifts in legal frameworks, social norms, and cultural perceptions, shedding light on the 
enduring legacy of colonial interventions. 
 

Keywords: Hindu Marriage, Family Structures 
 

REFERENCES 
[1]. Lindlof, T. and Taylor, B. (2011). Research methods in qualitative communication, 3rd edition. California: 

SAGE Pulications. INC.  
[2]. Mead, R. (2007). A perfect day: sell an American wedding. New York: The Penduine Press.  
[3]. Miles, MB and Huberman, A. (1994). Qualitative Data Analysis: An Expanded Reference Book (Second 

Edition). DC: SAGE publication, Inc.  
[4]. Mody, P. (2002). Love and law: love marriage in Delhi. Modern Asian Studies, 36 (1), 223-256.  
[5]. Monger, G. (2004). Wedding customs around the world: from henna to honeymoon. Santa Barbara, California: 

ABC-CLIO.  
[6]. Monger, G. (2011). Learn about the folklore and traditions of weddings. Longisland City NY: Shire 

Publications.  
[7]. Nanda, S. (2000). Plan a wedding in India. In PR DeVita, Stumbling on the Road to Truth: Anthropologists in 

Action (pp. 196-204). Illinois: Waveland Press  
[8]. Otnes, CC and Pleck, EH (2003). Cindrella Dreams: the charm of a sumptuous wedding. Berkeley, California: 

University of California Press.  
[9]. O'Flaherty, WD and Smith, BK (1991). The Laws of Manu. United States: Penguin Group Inc. Pandya, MA 

(2010). Vivah: plan a perfect Hindu wedding. Wellesley, MA: Meera Publications.  
[10]. Panikkar, R. (1977). The Vedic Experience-Mantramanjari: An Anthology of the Veda for Modern Man and 

Contemporary Celebration. Berkeley, Los Angeles: University of California Press.  
[11]. J. Pepin, T. Zimmerman, C. Fruhauf and J. Banning (2008). An analysis of wedding books for the bride and 

groom: a feminist perspective. Journal of Feminist Family Therapy, 328-256.  
[12]. Philip, SA (August 21, 2007). Indian Fat Wedding is getting bigger and bigger. Hindustan Times. Retrieved 

May 12, 2012, from http://www.hindustantimes.com/Indianews/NewDelhi/Indian-fat-wedding-isgetting-
fatter/Article1-243590.aspx 

 


