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Abstract: As the overexploitation of numerous wild medicinal and aromatic plant (MAP) species becomes
increasingly obvious, a number of organisations are recommending that wild species be brought into
cultivation systems. Others say that sustainable harvesting is the most important conservation strategy
because most wild-harvested species are significant to local economies and have a higher long-term value
to harvesters. Along with poverty and the failure of conventional limits, the main barriers to sustainable
wild-collection are a lack of knowledge about sustainable harvest rates and procedures, uncertain land-use
rights, and a lack of legal and political guidance. Understanding the conservation advantages and costs of
the various production strategies for MAP should serve as the basis for decisions about whether species
conservation should take place in the wild, in nurseries, or both.
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