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Abstract The aim of this study was to examine pharmacists’ perceptions of their professional identity,
both in terms of how they see themselves and how they think others view their profession. Pharmacy
profession has long time struggled to embrace a unified professional identity despite many leaders calling
for such. With societal and scientific evolutions, the functions of the pharmacist have changed over time,
often assuming multiple identity discourses. Pharmacy has also been seen as a very heterogeneous
profession with product- and patient-focused practitioners, contributing to the lack of a unifying identity.
This commentary argues that to advocate for and promote our profession we must confront the brutal
facts and realize the true state of pharmacy practice. The fact is that all areas of pharmacy practice, both
product- and patient-focused, have always shared a central theme which is and has been the pharmacist's
professional identity the prevention, identification, and management of medication therapy problems and
their root causes as the medication specialist. Fully embracing this professional identity will help the
profession assume a clear and unique role on the healthcare team in optimizing patient care and allow
for meaningful practice-based research, grounded in theory, which will improve the education of
currently practicing and future pharmacists. A firm professional identity will also allow for a seamless
continuation between pharmacist education and practice across a lifetime, strengthening the pharmacy
profession as a whole. KEYWORDS medication therapy problems, pharmacist, professional identity.
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