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Abstract: Coffee grown in the mountains and cane grown on the coast provide the rural population with
paid labor; in the central valleys, corn and beans are grown for priEl Salvador "the Savior," was named by
Spanish conquistadors. Guanaco, a type of bird, is a slightly derogatory nickname used by other Central
Americans and some Salvadorans. Location and Geography. El Salvador is a country of 8,260 square miles
(21,040 square kilometers) in Central America, between Guatemala and Honduras. Mountains separate the
country into the southern coastal belt, the central valleys and plateaus, and the northern mountains. These
regions have created slight cultural variations because of the different crops vate consumption and for sale.
Most industry is in the center, where the capital, San Salvador, is located. Other large cities include San
Miguel in the east and Santa Ana in the west. Demography. In 1999 the population was estimated to be
5,839,079, making El Salvador one of the most densely populated countries in the Western Hemisphere.
Over a million persons have migrated, starting in the early 1980s during a civil war. Legal and illegal
emigration has continued at a high rate since the end of the civil war in 1992. Linguistic Affiliation. Almost
all residents speak Spanish, which was brought in by the conquistadors. Before the Spanish conquest, the
area was inhabited by the Pipil Indians. Very few Salvadorans now speak the indigenous language, which
virtually disappeared after 1932, when General Maximilio Herndndez Martinez suppressed rural rvesistance
by massacring 30,000 mostly Indian rural peasants. Those who survived la Matanza ("the massacre") hid
their Indian identity by changing their dress and speaking only Spanish. Some remnants of the Pipil
language remain in everyday Salvadoran Spanish. Symbolism. The flag consists of two blue horizontal
stripes with a white stripe in the middle. In the center is a coat of arms inscribed "1821," the year of
independence. Salvadorans in the United States often have plaques that contain the flag, as a symbol of
national pride.
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