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Abstract: Uzbekistan is one the Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union. At the end of 1991, the
collapse of the Soviet Union Transformed all republics of that union into independent states. Located in the
heart of Central Asia, Uzbekistan has a long and Dramatic history. It first flourished economically because
of the famous "Silk Road" going through the cities of Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Tashkent, the oasis
towns over which caravans brought the products of Europe to exchange for those of Asia. Many famous
conquerors passed through the land including Alexander the Great who stopped near Samarkand on his
Way to India in 327 B.C. In the eighth century A.D., the territory was conquered by Muslim Arabs and, in
the ninth century, the Indigenous Samanid dynasty established an empire there. Uzbekistan was overrun by
Genghis Khan in 1220. In the 1300s Timur built an empire with its capital at Samarkand. Uzbekistan's
heritage goes back about 2,500 years. In addition to its Economic importance, this territory flourished as
the medieval intellectual centre of the Muslim world. Russian trade with this region grew during the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and, in 1865, Russian troops occupied Tashkent. By the end of the
nineteenth century, Russia had conquered all of Central Asia, placed it under colonial Administration, and
invested in the development of Central Asia's infrastructure, promoting ton growing and encouraging
Settlement In 1924, following the establishment of Soviet power, the territories of the Khanates of Bukhara
and Khiva and portions of the Fergana Valley that had constituted the Khanate of Kokand were united into
the Soviet Socialist Republic of Uzbekistan. The Soviet era brought literacy and technical development to
Uzbekistan. The Republic was valued for its cotton growing and natural resources. However, together with
positive developments, there was communist domination which brought with it the suppression of local
cultural and religious tendencies. Uzbekistan declared independence on September 1, 1991. [2,1]
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