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Abstract:The last few years, a lot of measures addressing food waste have been proposed and 

implemented. Recent literature reviews call for more evidence on the effectiveness or food waste 

reduction potential of these measures. Furthermore, very few information is available on the extent 

to which food waste measures have been evaluated based on their economic, environmental and 

social performance. This review closes this knowledge gap by looking at the methodologies 

currently used in literature to evaluate food waste prevention measures, using a pre-defined 

assessment framework with quantitative evaluation criteria. In total, evaluations were examined for 

25 implemented measures with measured outcomes and 23 proposed measures with projected 

outcomes. The paper concludes that there is a great variety in how an evaluation is performed. 

Additionally, in many cases, economic, environmental, or social assessments are incomplete or 

missing, and efficiency is only seldom calculated. This is particularly true for implemented measures 

whereas proposed measures with projected outcomes tend to have a more thorough evaluation. This 

hampers practitioners and decision-makers to see which measures have worked in the past, and 

which ones to prioritize in the future. 
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