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Abstract: Judiciary in every country has an obligation and a Constitutional role to protect Human
Rights of citizens. As per the mandate of the Constitution of India, this function is assigned to the
superior judiciary namely the Supreme Court of India and High courts. The Supreme Court of India is
perhaps one of the most active courts when it comes into the matter of protection of Human Rights. It has
a great reputation of independence and credibility. The independent judicial system stems from the
notion of the separation of powers where the executive, legislature and judiciary form three branches of
the government. This separation and consequent independence is key to the judiciary's effectiveness in
upholding the rule of law and human rights.Since every society has a judicial system for the protection of
its law-abiding members, it has to make provisions of prisons for the law breakers. But it doesn’t mean
that the prisoners have no rights. The prisoners also have their rights. The Supreme Court of India, by
interpreting Article 21 of the Constitution, has developed human rights jurisprudence for the
preservation and protection of prisoner’s rights to maintain human dignity. Any violation of this right
attracts the provisions of Article 14 of the Constitution, which enshrines right to equality and equal
protection of law. In addition to this, the question of cruelty to prisoners is also dealt with, specifically by
the Prison Act, 1894 and the Criminal Procedure Code (CRPC).
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