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Abstract: The rapid expansion of digital education in rural India has redefined the country’s 

educational and social landscape. This paper examines the multifaceted social impact of digital learning 

initiatives, drawing upon theoretical frameworks including the digital divide, human capital, and socio-

technical perspectives. It traces the evolution of policy-from ICT@Schools and Digital India to SWAYAM 

and PM eVidya-and assesses how these programs influence access, equity, and social inclusion. 

Empirical evidence from Kerala, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, and NGO-led models such as Pratham and 

eVidyaloka illustrates that digital education has improved learning outcomes, reduced dropout rates, and 

enhanced gender participation. However, persistent challenges such as technological inequality, 

linguistic exclusion, and inadequate teacher preparedness continue to hinder equitable progress. The 

study concludes that India’s digital education policy must move beyond infrastructure expansion toward 

inclusive, culturally responsive, and teacher-led innovation. Sustainable transformation will depend on 

integrating digital education with community participation, localized content, and data-driven 

governance. Ultimately, digital education in rural India represents not merely a technological reform but 

a social revolution in access, empowerment, and opportunity. 
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