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Abstract: This study examines the crucial role of Gram Sabhas as a foundation for grassroots
democracy in rural India, particularly in the context of their convergence with the Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan (UBA) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through a descriptive and analytical
approach, the research focuses on the collaborative efforts of Sri Sairam Institute of Technology in its
adopted villages. The study reveals that Gram Sabhas serve as vital platforms for participatory
governance, where local needs are identified and discussed. The involvement of academic institutions
through UBA initiatives, such as introducing sustainable technologies and conducting capacity-building
programs, significantly enhances the effectiveness of these meetings. The findings indicate a direct
alignment between Gram Sabha deliberations and SDG targets, despite existing challenges like low
attendance and insufficient awareness. The study concludes that leveraging academic and institutional
support is key to strengthening Gram Sabhas, promoting transparent governance, and accelerating the
localization of global sustainable development efforts.
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