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Abstract: Theophrastus, a Greek philosopher, classified plants into three categories: trees, shrubs, and 

herbs. Three categories of herbs were originally recognized: sweet herbs (like thyme), salad herbs (like 

wild celery), and pot herbs (like onions). Pot herbs started to be referred to be vegetables around the 

seventeenth century as a result of selective breeding that altered the plants' size and flavor away from 

those of the wild plant. At that point, they were no longer only thought to be fit for pots. 
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