({ IJARSCT

xx International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology
IJARSCTDnal Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal

ISSN: 2561.9429 Volume 5, Issue 1, January 2025 Impact Factor: 7.67
Breaking the Chains: Depiction of Caste-Based
Discrimination in Mulk Raj Anand’s Fictional

World

Venkata Ramu. Br' and Dr. Anita’
Research Scholar, Deparment Of English '
Assistant Professor, Deparment Of English >
NIILM University, Kaithal, Haryana

Abstract: Mulk Raj Anand, a pioneering figure in Indian English literature, is celebrated for his
relentless portrayal of social inequalities, particularly caste-based discrimination. Through his major
works such as Untouchable, Coolie, and The Road, Anand exposes the oppressive structures of the caste
system and its dehumanizing impact on marginalized communities. This research paper critically
analyzes Anand’s fictional narratives as instruments of social protest against the rigid caste hierarchy
entrenched in Indian society. By focusing on the lived experiences of characters like Bakha and Munoo,
the study explores how Anand employs realism, empathy, and political consciousness to depict the
psychological, emotional, and physical trauma inflicted upon lower-caste individuals. The paper also
examines how his writings echo the voices of resistance, asserting the right to dignity, identity, and
Justice. Anand’s blend of fiction and activism offers a powerful literary critique of caste oppression and
continues to be relevant in contemporary discourses on social justice and human rights. This paper
attempts to break down the narrative strategies, thematic structures, and philosophical underpinnings
that make Anand’s fiction a lasting testament to the struggle against caste-based marginalization.
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