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Abstract: For the last decade and a half, sustainable development has been the catchword in most of the
policies and programmes of nation states all around the world. The Rio Earth Summit has been hailed as a
landmark meeting aimed at augmenting efforts towards achieving sustainable development and
environmental protection. We often hear or read about global warming, environmental degradation,
depletion of resources and scarcity of water, pollution of air, water and land, melting glaciers, or mass
migration of people from rural to urban areas in search of livelihood means. Why have these issues become
so prominent?
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