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Abstract: In India, patient autonomy and informed consent are fundamental legal principles in medical
treatment . The law presumes the doctor to be in a dominant position, necessitating comprehensive
disclosure of information to obtain valid consent from competent patients °. When conducting research or
forming hypotheses on this complex issue, historians should evaluate source credibility and determine
which secondary sources are reliable’ For incompetent patients, consent protocols involve guardians or
attendants® . While courts emphasize informed consent, the quantum of required information remains
unclear % In emergencies, doctors have a duty to preserve life, even without consent, though the law is

evolving on competent patient refusals. '
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