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Abstract: India is a country where customs and traditions have played an important and crucial role in
society. Marriage is one of the divine social institution in society but in last few decades it has undergone
monumental changes. Dowry was one of the practices prevailing in Indian Society which was earlier
treated as blessing. However it took monstrous form and became a curse for the society and as a result
women fell prey to the darkest side of it. Gradually, it became a reason for the harassment and cruelty to
women. Endeavour should always be made to sustain the sanctity of marriage as a divine institution, but
what has been widely recognized is the violence against women as one of the most pervasive forms of
human rights abuse. Therefore, for the protection of women, Section 4984 was brought under Indian Penal
Code, 1860 by the Act 46 of 1983. However in recent years, it has been observed that women misuse
Section 4984 of Indian Penal Code for their own personal benefits. This Section has created snag in
current state of affairs for men as they are being discriminated. There is a desire of amendment in Section
4984 of IPC and a need for bringing up some changes in society so as to remove the curse of misusing the
legal provision against men. In many instances, due to the harassment by wives to approach the Police or
Court for no reason, men have committed suicide. This research paper tries to analyze the concept of the
cruelty against women and also tries to make it evident that there is a misuse of Section 4984 of Indian
Penal Code, 1860.
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