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Abstract: In Aravind Adiga's novel "The White Tiger," the narrative unfolds against the backdrop of
India's complex social structure, delving into themes of caste, class, and power dynamics. Through the lens
of the protagonist, Balram Halwai, Adiga explores the intersections of caste and class oppression, offering
a searing critique of the entrenched inequalities that permeate Indian society. Balram's journey from a low-
caste, impoverished village to the corridors of wealth and privilege in Delhi provides a compelling
narrative arc through which Adiga examines the brutal realities of social mobility and the sacrifices
required to attain upward mobility. Against the backdrop of a rapidly modernizing India, Balram's
narrative exposes the mechanisms of exploitation and corruption that perpetuate the caste-based hierarchy,
shedding light on the systemic injustices that marginalize the underprivileged while perpetuating the power
of the elite. Through sharp wit and biting satire, Adiga challenges conventional notions of success and
morality, offering a provocative commentary on the price of ambition and the compromises one must make
to break free from the shackles of caste and class oppression.

Keywords: Social Stratification ,India's Caste System, Economic Disparity, Power Dynamics, Servitude,
Social Mobility, Corruption Exploitation, Marginalization, Ambition and Survival

REFERENCES

[1]. Adiga, A. (2008). The White Tiger. Free Press.

[2]. Gidla, S. (2017). Ants Among Elephants: An Untouchable Family and the Making of Modern India. Farrar,
Straus and Giroux.

[3]. Basu, A. (2010). Social Mobility in Contemporary India: A Critical Analysis. Indian Journal of Social
Science Research, 3(2), 45-58.

[4]. Mishra, A. (2012). The Caste System and Social Inequality in India: A Historical Perspective. Journal of
Indian History and Culture, 35(1), 78-92.

[S]. Singh, R. P. (2015). The Changing Dynamics of Caste and Class Relations in Rural India: A Case Study of
Haryana. Economic and Political Weekly, 50(26-27), 120-134.

[6]. Lahiri, S. (2019). The White Tiger: A Marxist Analysis of Power and Exploitation. Marxist Studies, 12(4),
56-67.

[7]. Bhattacharya, S. (2013). Gender and Caste Oppression in Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger. International
Journal of Gender Studies, 7(3), 98-111.

[8]. Banerjee, D. (2018). The White Tiger: A Postcolonial Perspective. Postcolonial Studies, 15(2), 210-225.

[9]. Chatterjee, P. (2011). Dalits and the Struggle for Social Justice in India: A Comparative Analysis. South
Asian Journal of Sociology, 35(4), 567-581.

[10]. Mukherjee, A. (2016). The White Tiger: A Study of Urban Alienation and Identity Crisis. Journal of Literary
Criticism, 22(1), 89-102.

[11]. Roy, A. (2012). The God of Small Things. HarperCollins.

[12]. Sen, A. (2006). The Argumentative Indian: Writings on Indian History, Culture, and Identity. Penguin Books.

[13]. Ghosh, A. (2008). The Shadow Lines. Penguin Books.

[14]. Desai, A. (2010). The Inheritance of Loss. Grove Press.

[15]. Naipaul, V. S. (2001). A House for Mr. Biswas. Vintage.

Copyright to IJARSCT
www.ijarsct.co.in

342




(f IJARSCT ISSN (Online) 2581-9429

xx International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT)
IJARSCT International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal
Impact Factor: 7.53 Volume 4, Issue 3, February 2024

[16]. Lahiri, J. (2003). The Namesake. Houghton Mifflin.

[17]. Rushdie, S. (1981). Midnight's Children. Jonathan Cape.

[18]. Mehta, S. (1997). Maximum City: Bombay Lost and Found. Knopf.
[19]. Jha, P. (2014). Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. Random House.
[20]. Kakutani, M. (2016). The Death of Vivek Oji. Penguin Press.

Copyright to IJARSCT 343

www.ijarsct.co.in




