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Abstract: To teach speaking holistically and comprehensively, it is valuable for teachers to be
knowledgeable about what speaking competence involves and how different aspects of speaking competence
relate to each other. Johnson (1996, p. 155) describes speaking as a “combinatorial skill” that “involves
doing various things at the same time”. The presents a model of second language speaking competence that
comprises knowledge of language and discourse, core speaking skills, and communication and discourse
strategies. Learning to speak in a second language involves increasing the ability to use these components
in order to produce spoken language in a fluent, accurate and socially appropriate way, within the
constraints of a speaker’s cognitive processing.
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